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BISHOP'S ENGAGEMENTS

JANUARY
2024
Date Time Program

02 02.30pm | Episcopal Silver Jubilee of the Archbishop Mar Mathew
Moolakatt, at Cathedral, Kottayam

03 11.00am | Chettiyankunnel Family Executive Meeting

08.00 pm | (EST)Finance Council meeting

06 03.00pm | Engagement at Karukutty

08-13| 11.15am | Monthly Recollection Syro - Malabar Synod at
Kakkanad

13 06.00 pm | Silver Jubilee of Rev. Fr. Tomy Chittilapilly

17 08.00pm |(EST) SOF Board meeting

20 10.00am | Marriage at Angamaly

27 04.15am | Return from India

27 04.25pm | Arrive at Toronto

31 11.00am | Curiameeting
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Fr. Benny Thanninilkwmthadathil

Fr. Thomas Kalariparamiil

Fr. Johneykutty Kunnathu Fr Jose Baiju Chakkeny

Fr. Thomas Venmanthara Fr. Tomy Chittinappilly Fr. Daris Moolayil



FR. DARIS MOOLAYTL SE. FRASANMA THATTIL CHF
Jan 20 Jan 30

Cc[:brating with you on this blessed day.
May your heavenly
patmn ever hr: your guardmn and guide.
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THE SYRO-MALABAR MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA

Mount St. Thomas, P.B. No. 3110, P.O. Kakkanad, Kochi - 682 030,
Kerala, India Tel: (0484) 2424780, 2425727, 2426235, 2426236.
Fax: (0484) 2422727

PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR THE
ELECTION OF THE NEW MAJOR ARCHBISHOP OF
THE SYRO-MALABAR CHURCH

Lord Jesus, we adore you, praise you and glorify you. We
acknowledge your providence in constantly guiding our Church,
founded by the missionary activity of St. Thomas the Apostle. We thank
you for the leadership ministry of all Bishops whom you designated
from time to time, especially that of Cardinal George Alencherry.

You told your disciples: “you did not choose me, but I chose
you”. Following your example, we now pray to you Lord Jesus, who
prayed to the heavenly Father before choosing the Apostles. Bless the
Synod of Bishops who will gather to elect the new Major Archbishop
to lead the Syro-Malabar Church spread all over the world. Gracious
Lord, we pray to you to give us the most suitable person to assume
the role of service in the line of succession of St. Thomas, the Apostle.

Holy Mother Mary, you who were present in prayer in the upper
room, intercede for us before your beloved son to anoint the Synod
with the Holy Spirit. St. Thomas, the Apostle, our Father in faith, the
Saints and Blesseds of our Church, pray for us!

1 Our Father. 1 Hail Mary 1 Glory be.

This prayer is to be recited after the celebration of the Holy Qurbana in all
our churches, religious houses and institutions and after the evening
prayers in our houses from 10 December 2023 to 13 January 2024

Sebastian Vaniyapurackal
Administrator of the Syro-Malabar Church
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THE SYRO-MALABAR MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA

Mount St. Thomas, P.B. No. 3110, P.O. Kakkanad, Kochi - 682 030,
Kerala, India Tel: (0484) 2424780, 2425727, 2426235, 2426236.
Fax: (0484) 2422727
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Prot. No. 1208/2023

CIRCULAR

SEBASTIAN VANIYAPURACKAL

the Administrator of the Syro-Malabar Churchto the Archbishops,
Bishops, Priests, Consecrated Men and Women and Lay Faithful of
the Syro-Malabar Church

Dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ,

As you are aware, Cardinal Mar George Alencherry who has led
the Church from May 29, 2011, as the Father and Head of the Syro-
Malabar Church, has retired from his position as the Major Archbishop.
Holy Father Pope Francis has written a very cordial letter accepting his
resignation on November 29, 2023. It has made a special reference to
his illustrious ministry as the third Major Archbishop of the Syro-
Malabar Church. We shall remember with gratitude his very bold,
zealous, sincere, and strenuous ministry during the last 12 years.

As per the instruction from the Apostolic See, the intimation of
the resignation of Cardinal Mar George Alencherry was conveyed to
the faithful and the public at4.30 pm on December 7, 2023. The intimation
of change of Office of Archbishop Mar Andrews Thazhath from the
Office of the Administrator of the Archeparchy Ernakulam-Angamaly
and the assumption of the same Office by Bishop Mar Bosco Puthur,
the Bishop Emeritus of the Eparchy of Melbourne as the Apostolic
Administrator was announced at the same time.

It is the prescription of the Canon Law that the Curia Bishop will
be the Administrator to guide the Church during the interim period
when the See of the Major Archbishop becomes vacant until the
assumption of the Office by the new Major Archbishop. Hence I request
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the prayers of all for the successful discharge of my ministry which I
have undertaken as per the Canon Law.

As per the Canon Law, the Synod of Bishops is to be convoked
within two months from the date of the retirement of the Major
Archbishop to elect the new Father and Head of the Church. The Decree
of convocation of the First Session of the XXXII Synod was already
issued on October 8, 2023. As per the decision of the Permanent Synod
held in the evening on December 7, 2023, the process of election of the
new Major Archbishop will begin in the Synod that will be held from
January 8 to 13. The official proclamation of the election and assumption
of the Office by the new Major Archbishop will be done immediately
after getting the approval of the Holy Father. All are requested to pray
so that the most suitable person will be elected to lead the Church at
this juncture. A prayer is composed which is sent along with this circular
to be recited in all our churches during this time. This has to be recited
after the Holy Qurbana in all our churches and religious houses and in
all families after their evening prayer, from December 10 to January 13,
2024.

I have also another matter to share at this time. We have reached
the end of the celebration of the centenary of the establishment of the
Syro-Malabar Hierarchy. It was Pope Pius XI who established the Syro-
Malabar Hierarchy on December 21, 1923 by his decree, Romani
Pontifices. The growth of the Syro-Malabar Church after the
establishment of the Hierarchy with Ernakulam as the Archeparchy and
Trichur, Changanacherry, and Kottayam as the Suffragan Eparchies has
been phenomenal. Even though the Syro-Malabar Church had pastoral
jurisdiction all over India until the 16th century, which underwent
restrictions later for four centuries, has now been restored. It should be
especially remembered that the two events, the establishment of the
Vicariates in 1887 and of the hierarchy in 1923 accelerated the
development of our Church. We shall remember with gratitude the
blessings the Syro-Malabar Church has received through the
establishment of the Hierarchy. Hence, Holy Qurbana is to be celebrated
in all the Cathedrals by the respective Bishops on Thursday, December
21, 2023. On the same day, special celebration of the Holy Qurbana
will be conducted at the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at Mount St.
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Thomas Kakkanad at 3 pm.

As we read in the letter to the Hebrews, "let us consider how to
provoke one another to love and good deeds" (10:24). Let us work
together with mutual love, unity, and cooperation for the good of the
Church and the society.

I offer the greetings of a happy Christmas to all of you.

Given this from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia of the Syro-
Malabar Church at Mount St Thomas, Kakkanad on December 09, 2023.

Yours lovingly in Jesus,

e ot PR
E & i

Einhap “wbasisn ' anh spamailsl
admmremwey of the Sve-Mulsber ek

Bishop Sebastian Vaniyapurackal
Administrator of the Syro-Malabar Church

This circular shall be read in all the parish churches, institutions, religious
houses, formation centres and the major seminaries of the Syro-Malabar
Church during the Holy Qurbana on Sunday, December 10, 2023.
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@ SYRO-MALABAR CATHOLIC EPARCHY OF MISSISSAUGA
e For the Glory of God

Prot. No. 172/2023 December 21, 2023

Increment of Allowances for Priests and Religious Sisters

Dear Rev. Fathers, Religious Sisters, beloved Brothers and Sis-
ters in Jesus Christ,

Since the establishment of the Apostolic Exarchate for the Syro-
Malabar Catholic in Canada in 2015 we have been following the same
remuneration structure for our priests and religious sisters. As the cost
of living increased considerably in Canada, we recognize the need for
reviewing the allowances. I entrusted the Finance Council of our
Eparchy to study the modality of increment of Allowance for the priests
and sisters. I greatly appreciate the Finance Council Members for their
effort to make a detailed review and study on this project to have a
reasonable and sustainable increase in the allowances in line with the
increase in the cost of living. Comparing the Canadian Cost of Living
Index and the Canadian Dioceses, we have come to the decision of in-
creasing the allowances of our priests and religious sisters as follows:

Priest Allowance: 5% increase from the current take-home sal-
ary of $1,800, rounded off to $100 will be in effect from January 2024.
There will be an increase of 2% annually and a tri-annual review here-
after. Net impact of this increase to Eparchy or a parish, compared to
the current employer cost will be approximately $3,000 per person (in-
cluding payroll/source deduction).

Food allowance for priests: The food costs have increased in the
range of 40% from 2015. So, an increase of $150 in food allowance (from
$250 to $400) will be effective from January 2024.

Travel allowance for priests: The gas prices have gone well over
75% over a period from 2015. A reasonable increase in the current rates
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is essential based on the high increase in gas price. Hence the travel
allowance will be increased to 55 cents per KM for the second office.

Religious Sisters' Allowance:

Currently, the Religious sisters are paid $5,000 per convent for
three sisters or $1,666 per person. The rent for the convent, the daily
cost of living, mileage and vehicle expenses are covered from this
amount. So, there will be an increment of $250 per person with effect
from January 2024. This would be an increase from $5000 to $5,750 to a
convent. A 2% annual increase and a tri annual review will be in effect
from January 2024.

Please make necessary arrangement for the implementation of
the increase of allowance.

Thank you for your understanding and support.

Yours in Christ

Bw L

Bishop Mar Jose Kalluvelil
Eparchy of Mississauga

NB: This is to be read in our parishes, missions and Holy Qurbana centres.
Another document is sent to you as a reference letter to know more details
of the increment which may help you to give some explanations to the Par-
ish Council, if needed.




@ SYRO-MALABAR CATHOLIC EPARCHY OF MISSISSALIGA
.- For the Glory of God

12/12/2023

Increment of Salaries and Allowances for Priests,
Religious Sisters Background:

As the cost of living increased considerably in Canada, Eparchy
recognizes the need for reviewing the allowances and salaries of our
Priests, Religious sisters, and Eparchy staff.

KSince the establishment of Exarchate in 2015 the renumeration
structure has not changed. So, the Finance Council was entrusted to
review and provide options for a reasonable and sustainable increase
in salaries in line with the increase in the cost of living.

The Finance council studied different methodologies to find the
appropriate level of increase.

Factors considered:
Canadian Cost of living index (CPI):

Cost of living index (CPI) is based on a basket of basic goods
and services including food, shelter, household expenses, clothing and
footwear, transportation, Health and personal care, education etc. While
CPI averaged around 1.5% between 2015 and 2020, during Covid it
took a big jump of 10% over two years. Total increase from 2015 to
2022 was 20.8%.

While CPI is a basis for remuneration increases in the general
employment sector, it may not be appropriate for our clergy as many
of the components are covered separately by the Eparchy (e.g. Food
allowances, rent, reimbursement of travel costs).

Comparatives to other Canadian Dioceses

A comparison of salaries to the priests and sisters at different
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Canadian Dioceses show that the salaries vary across the dioceses, some
like the Toronto Arch diocese is higher while there are others which
are lower and certain others closer to the range of the Eparchy of
Mississauga.

Considering all these, an increase of approximately 5% will be
appropriate to take care of the increase in cost components applicable.

Methodology for applying the increase:

Priest Allowance: 5% increase from the current take-home sal-
ary of $1,800, rounded off to $100. There will be an increase of 2% an-
nually and a tri-annual review hereafter. Net impact of this increase to
Eparchy or a parish, compared to the current employer cost will be
approximately $3,000 per person. (including payroll/source deduc-
tion)

Food allowances for priests: The food costs have increased in
the range of 40% from 2015. Jumping too high in the last few years
during and after Covid and it directly impacts the necessity of life.
Almost all Canadian Diocese are paying $500 as food allowance. So,
an increase of $150 in food allowance (from $250 to $400) will be effec-
tive from January 2024.

Travel allowances for priests: The gas prices have gone well
over 75% over a period from 2015. A reasonable increase in the current
rates is essential based on the high increase in gas prices. Current rates
are 40 cents for the first 1000 kms and 35 cents after 1000 kms. Travel
allowances are paid only for the second office. Travel allowance di-
rectly impacts the priests who drive long distances to provide pastoral
services in remote areas. CRA approved mileage for tax purposes is 68
cents per km.

Based on the above, the travel allowance will be increased to 55
cents per Km for the second office.

Religious Sisters' Allowances:

Currently, the Religious sisters are paid $5,000 per convent for
three sisters or $1,666 per person. The rent for the convent (which ranges
between $2,300 to 2,800), the daily cost of living, mileage and vehicle
expenses are covered from this amount.
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We give an increment of $250 per person, considering the in-
crease in rent as well as the cost of living with effect from 2024. This
would be a total 30% increase from $5000 to

$5,750.

A 2% annual increase and a tri annual review will be in effect
from January 2024.

Cordially yours in Christ,

@

Fr George Joseph

Finance Officer
Eparchy of Mississauga

NB: This document is a reference letter for the priests to know the details
of the increment. This may help you to give some explanations to the
Parish Council, if needed.
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1. Monthly Recollection of Priests and Sisters for the month of
January will be conducted on January 8, 2024. The spiritual

sharing will be done by Rev. Fr. George Thuruthipally and the
adoration by CHF Sisters.

2. Appointments and Relieving

Rev. Fr. George Thuruthipally is appointed to be the Pastor
of St. Mother Teresa Syro- Malabar Catholic Parish, Niagara
Falls. w. e. f. 15/12/2023 and Rev. Fr. Tomy Chittinapilly is
relieved.

Rev. Fr. Mathew Areekkattu is appointed to be the Pastor of
Lourdes Matha Syro Malabar Catholic Mission, Windsor;
Pastor, Christ the King Syro Malabar Catholic Mission,
Chatham- Kent w. e. f. 15/12/2023.

Rev. Fr. Shijo Ottaplackal VC is appointed to be the Pastor of
St. Antony Syro Malabar Catholic Mission, Victoria, BC, w. e. f.
15/ 12/2023 and Rev. Fr. Thomas Venmanthara is relieved.

Rev. Fr. Saji Joseph is appointed to be the Pastor of Sacred
Heart Knanaya Catholic Church, Londonw. e. f. January 1, 2024,
and V. Rev. Fr. Pathros Champakara Peely is relieved.

V. Rev. Fr. Baiju Chakkery is appointed to be the Pastor of St.
John Bosco Syro- Malabar Catholic Mission, Peterborough w.
e. f. January 1, 2024.

Rev. Fr. Plogen Antony Kannampuzha is appointed to be the
Pastor of St. Mariam Thresia Syro- Malabar Catholic Mission,
Sarnia w. e. f. January 1, 2024.



Rev. Fr. Joyal Joseph is appointed to be the Associate Pastor of St.
Mary’s Syro- Malabar Catholic Church, London w. e. f. January 1,
2024, and is relieved from St. Alphonsa Syro-Malabar Catholic
Cathedral, Mississauga.

Rev. Fr. Francis Samuvel Akkarapattiakal is appointed to be the
Associate Pastor of St. Alphonsa Syro-Malabar Catholic Cathedral,
Mississauga w. e. f. January 1, 2024.

Prayerful wishes to the newly appointed priests and Thanks to the
priests who are relieved.

3. The Formation of the New Pastoral Council, Parish Councils and
Elections/ selections of new Office Bearers of Departments and
Associations: The tenure of the present Eparchial Pastoral Council
and the Parish Councils will end by April 30, 2024. The new Councils
are to be effective from May 1, 2024. The Elections/ Selections
necessary in various levels in parishes and missions can be
conducted from January to April 2024. The Elections/ selections of
new Office Bearers of Departments and Associations can also be
done during this period from January to April 2024.
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NEWS FROM DEPARTMENTS

( ~ DEPARTMENT OF CATECHESIS )

First Term Examination

The First Term Examination of the Catechetical Academic Year
2023- 2024 will be conducted on Jan 14, 2024. Question Papers will be
prepared and distributed from the Eparchial Catechetical Department.
Project Topics for grades 9-12 were distributed in December. Question
Papers and project topics were prepared by the Catechists from vari-
ous parishes and reviewed by the Examination board. Eparchy of
Mississauga, Department of Catechesis appreciates the sincere efforts
and extends sincere gratitude to everyone who has dedicated their time
to preparing and reviewing the question papers.

All the best to all the students!

Upcoming events

Jan 14, 2024- First Term

Examination Counting Our Blessings & VWishing You Marel
Jan 20,024- Diploma Course HAPPY NEW YEAR
in Theology
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happy & blessed new year
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( DEPARTMENT OF NURSES MINISTRY )

Monthly Prayer

Nurses Ministry conducted monthly prayer meeting on Dec 12,
2023, with all regions across Canada.

Daily online Zoom Prayer

Nurses from all over Canada continue to pray online for all the
nurses and the whole world every day at 3 pm.

Prayer Meetings

All regions joined the monthly prayer meeting every Monday from
8.30 pm to 10.30 pm. Every first Monday, the international resource
team gives the word of God.

Monthly Regional events

All regions continue to gather for monthly prayer meetings.

Special Events

Nurse Ministry prayerfully conducted the chain Bible reading of
New Testament from Dec 14 - Dec 15, 2023 and was blessed by Bp.Mar
Jose Kalluvelil.

Regional Events

Mississauga region continues to participate in adoration every
Tuesday to Friday from 10:30AM to 12:30 PM

Niagara Region had
monthly meeting on Dec 13, 2023
and new office bearers were se-
lected.

Saskatoon region had con-
ducted whole Bible reading
within Saskatoon region Nov 29
to Dec4th 2023.
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Hamilton region had their
monthly meeting on Dec 14,
2023. During this meeting,
nurses ministry recognized
Fr.Tomy Chittinapilly on his
25th sacerdotal anniversary.

((pepnmsm OF FAMILY Aposrour:))

REPORT ON MARRIAGE PREPARATION COURSE
December 9-11 2023

Eparchy of Mississauga conducted online Marriage Preparation
Course (MPC) under the able guidance and leadership of Fr. Thomas
Venmathara and blessings of Mar Jose Kalluvelil, Bishop of Mississauga.
The course was conducted over a period of three days ( December 9, 10
and 11 th 2023). The course was one of its kind as it was completely
online. There were 96 participants who participated in the online stream-
ing of the course.

The course covered important aspects of Sacrament of Matrimony
ranging from Sacramentality of marriage, aspects of male and female
psychology and its influence in marriage, importance of prayer life,
family budgeting, sexual morality, Canon law , parenting, communica-
tion in marriage life, Syro- Malabar Marriage Rite.

The course was conducted through Zoom online portal. A test
was conducted at the end of each day based on the topics covered dur-
ing the day using Google Forms. Feedback was collected on the last
day to analyse the strengths and shortcomings of the course. Overall
feedback response received was reported to be excellent. There were a
few suggestions put forward by the participants which would be con-
sidered and included while planning the future courses.
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MARRIAGE PREPARATION COURSE 2024 For Mare informarion
@ 647 B58 1449
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( DEPARTMENT OF DIVINE ACADEMY OF MUSIC )

Christmas Concert 2023!

Our 2023 Christmas Concert was held on Saturday, December
9%, 2023 at 6 PM at Kannampuzha Hall. It was a beautiful evening of
live Christmas music performed by some of our capable students in
multiple ensemble configurations and the presence of the parishio-
ners enriched the occasion.
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NEWSIEROM

MISSISSAUGA FORANE

ST. ALPHONSA
CATHEDRAL MISSISSAUGA

Auth Taking Ceremony of SMYM National!

Oath taking of New Executive Members of SMYM National Senior
and Junior Teams. The official oath taking of SMYM National Teams
was conducted on December 1st 2023 and the new team was blessed by
Fr. Augustine. Senior SMYM Team members include: Daniel Mampilly,
Joel Alex, Roshan Kokkat, Angelin Rose Benny, Paul Joseph, Angeline
Joseph, and Preethi Abraham. SMYM Junior includes: Noah Vince, Noah
Thomas, Alvin Joseph, Thomas Manathara, Aleena Kunnappilly and
Revin Rohn.

Blessings of Infant Jesus

Before starting Carol's of the different
family units, the Infant Jesus was blessed. The
blessed Infant Jesus was given to each Family
unit before they began their carol rounds.

Warm Welcome to the newly ordained priest!

The newly ordained priest Rev. Fr. Francis Samuel Akkarapattiakal
was given a warm welcome to our parish 03 December. Rev. Father
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was the main celebrantof Holy Qurbana at 8:30 am and 10:30 am.He
was cordially welcomed by our trustees Mr. Santhosh Jacob and Mrs.
Indu Thomas by giving bouqueton behalf of all the parishioners.

Youth Day

We celebrated Sunday, December 3rd as Youth Day at our parish,
a day dedicated exclusively to the youth. The youth from our parish
joined the 8.30 am Holy Qurbana and had a special prayer dedicated
to our vibrant and dynamic youth community. The offertory collected
on this particular Sunday was dedicated to supporting the SMYM
ministries of our Eparchy. Rev. Francis Akkarapattiakal, the new priest
of our Eparchy was the main celebrant.

Feast of Immaculate Conception

We celebrated the Feast of Immaculate Conception on December
8th, 2023. There was Holy Qurbana at 9.15 am & 7.30 pm.

Catholic Congress
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An introductory meeting of the Catholic Congress Canada was
conducted at Kannampuzha Hall on December 10th at 10.00 AM and
1.00 PM after the Holy Qurbana.

Altar Servers Class

The Altar Servers class took place on December 16th from 10.30
am to 12.30 pm.Fr. Augustine was the resource person and 41 altar
servers attended the training program. Sr.Sincy and Mr. Joys Joseph
conducted the practice session.

Celebration of Centenary

Pope Pius XI established the Syro-
Malabar Hierarchy on December 21, 1923,
by the decree, Romani Pontifices. To
commemorate the celebration of the
centenary of the establishment of the Syro-
Malabar Hierarchy, Holy Qurbana was
offered at the Cathedral at 7.30 pm on
Thursday, December 21st, 2023. Bishop Mar
Jose Kalluvelil was the celebrant.

Otrdination day of our Bishop Mar Jose Kalluvelil

The St. Alphonsa parishioners celebrated the 39th sacerdothal
ordination day of our Bishop Mar Jose Kalluvelil on December 18th
2023 at 7:30 pm mass at the Cathedral. Mar Jose Kalluvelil,
Fr.Augustine (Vicar), Fr. Harold and Fr. George were the co-celebrants.
Fr. Augustine and trustees gave their wishes to the Bishop by
presenting a bouquet. A celebratory cake was cut and given to the
parishioners.




Christmas Preparation & Adoration

There was a special talk by Fr. Bijil Chakkiath MSFS, to prepare
for Christmas. The talk started at 6.00 pm followed by Holy Qurbana &
Adoration. The parishioners gathered together for spiritual preparation
and to thank the Lord on this special day.

L] -

Friday Fire Gathering

It was the second week of some serious competition at FFG on
December 22nd. The young warriors had a great evening of fun, prizes
and competitions.

Eucharistic Adoration

Asinformed previously, we started the Holy Eucharistic Adoration
from 10.00 AM to 7.00 PM from Tuesday to Friday and from 10.00 AM
t0 2.00 PM on Saturdays and Sundays. Thank you to everyone for joining
the Eucharistic Adoration and praying for our parish, families and the
Eparchy.

Bible Reading

St. Alphonsa Cathedral hosted LECTIO DIVINA, a continuous
Scripture reading from Genesis to Revelation. The dedication,
commitment and effort of the people who participated in LECTIO
DIVINA were much appreciated. The divine pilgrimage in the Word of
God was concluded by our beloved Bishop Mar Jose Kalluvelil through
Bible reading, enriching messages and final blessings. This wonderful
venture was successful only through the leadership of Rev. Fr.
Augustine, Sr. Mercy and the monitors and the dedication of the
participants.
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Eucharistic Ministers - Installation Ceremony

The installation ceremony of the Eucharistic Ministers was
conducted on December 24th 2023. On Sunday before the 8:30 am Holy
Qurbana

Christmas Liturgical Services

The Christmas celebration at
our parish was remarkable this
year. Five Liturgical Serviceswere
offered at different times and the
parishioners attended the Holy
Qurbana beseeching the blessings
of Infant Jesus. SMYM
International created a beautiful
crib taking great efforts.

On December 24th, Christmas Eve, there was Christmas Liturgical
Services (English) at 7pm.

After the Holy Qurbana,
Nativity Scene was presented
at Kannampuzha Hall&
SMYM presented a Christmas
gift tree at St. Alphonsa Hall.
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Christmas

Liturgical Services (Mal) |

was at 10:30 pm and
Bishop Jose Kalluvelil
was the celebrant.

SMYM presented a .

Christmas Gift Tree at
St. Alphonsa Hall after
the Holy Qurbana.
Christmas Liturgical
Services (Mal) at
Brampton  Mission
Centre was at 12.30 am

on December 25.There | ™

were two Holy Qurbana

at the Cathedral on | '

December 25 at 8.30 am
and 10.30 am.

Mr. Sheref Sabawy MPP of Mississauga-Erin Mills addressed our
parish community after the Christmas Qurbana to convey the Christmas

message of Doug Ford, Primier of Ontario.

Feast of Holy Infants

The parish celebrated
the feast of Holy Infants on
December 28th, 2023, in the
Holy Qurbanas at 9:15 am and
7:30pm.Very Rev. Fr. Pathros
Champakkara, Vicar General
was the main celebrant. Fr.
Augustine and Fr. Harold
were the co-celebrants. After
the Holy Qurbana, there was
a special prayer and blessings
for the kids. More than 80
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children attended the church services. Sweets were blessed and
distributed by Rev. Fr. Pathros Champakkara. There was a photo
session of the kids at the end.

Transfer of Fr. Joyal Joseph

The Associate Pastor of St. Alphonsa Cathedral, Mississauga, Fr.
Joyal Joseph will be transferring to St. Mary's Syro Malabar Catholic
Church, London as Associate Pastor on January 4th, 2024. We express
our sincere gratitude to Joyal Achan for his great ministry at our parish
and wish all the blessings and success in his future ministries for the
Lord.

Catechism Department

High School Session

"Hear, my
child, your father's
instruction, and do
not reject your
mother's teaching;
for they are a fair
garland for your
head and pendants
for your neck." - Proverbs 1:8-9

Just as in November, we were blessed to have a special session
for high students led by Sindhu Michael and Dylan Michael on
December 17, 2023.

We would like to sincerely thank Sindhu and Dylan, as well as
all those who attended the session, for their participation, leadership,
and commitment to the spiritual and moral growth of the youth of our
parish. Our youth in high school grades were inspired and rejuvenated
by the session! We look forward to watching all of you grow in the
love of Jesus Christ and supporting you in your spiritual journey!

Parenting Session

"My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in
secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth. Your eyes beheld




my unformed substance. In your book were written all the days that
were formed for me, when none of them as yet existed." - Psalm 139:15-16.

Due to the immensely positive feedback that we gained from our
previous High School Parenting Session held in November, we were
both delighted and blessed to organize another session on December
17, 2023, for the parents of children from Grade 5 to 8 and above. The
event took place in Kannampuzha Hall after the 8:30 AM and 11:45 AM
Holy Qurbana.

We would like to thank Sindhu Michael, who shared wonderful
advice and ideas, and all of the parents who attended the event! We are
ever grateful for the commitment and love that you express for the
proper growth of our youth in the light of our Lord!

We also sincerely hope that you not only learn how to better
support your children but also take to heart that being a parent is a
blessing from God and that your efforts are already bearing fruits and
will continue to do so! May the Holy Spirit guide you always in your
role as parents!

Teachers' Meeting & Christmas Gathering

On December 30, 2023, the Catechism staff got together to celebrate
Christmas, the birth of our Saviour,
in good spirits! We shared in the
joy and love of such an important
day, and we were blessed to be
able to conclude the 2023 year in
an exciting and meaningful way!

To all Catechism staff, we
look forward to seeing and
working with you in 2024, and we
wish you a most wonderful, safe,
and healthy New Year! May God continue to instill His Love in you
and guide you in your vocation so that you may share your skills,
wisdom, and joy as His followers with each other and your students!
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A Christmas Message from the Catechism Department

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among
those whom he favors!" - Luke 2:14

As the final bulletin of 2023, we would now like to take this
moment to thank everyone-priests, Catechism staff, students, parents,
and all other contributors, including those who work on this bulletin-
for their continued love, support, and commitment to our parish.

We are truly blessed to have such a wonderful Community of
the Faithful, who do their utmost to fulfill their roles and responsibilities
as disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ. We appreciate all of the hard
work that is put into supporting everyone from the St. Alphonsa Syro
Malabar Cathedral, and we sincerely hope that we all take great pride
in our identity as Syro Malabar Christians, as parents and teachers,
and as those who are called to spread the Good News to all the ends of
the Earth!

We would also like to wish everyone a most loving,
enjoyable, and meaningful Christmas and New Year! May we celebrate
the birth of our Lord, our God, with open hearts, and may we share the
love!

May God continue to bless and guide us with the Holy Spirit in 2024!

Holy Childhood Association Christmas Celebration 2023

HCA along with CML and Jesus Kids had their second Activity
Day on December 10th, 2023. There were Christmas Celebrations, Talk
on Advent and Carol Singing on the same day. Nativity Skit was
organized and was enacted by the HCA kids and the leaders. The skit
walked the children through events related to the birth of Jesus and
helped imprint them in their minds. All the children were dressed in
Christmas colours and had an opportunity to decorate the Christmas
tree. Kids participated in the Carol singing with great enthusiasm.

CML - CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION

"Radiant Revelry: A Joyful Christmas Celebration at St. Alphonsa
Cathedral"
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As the calendar pages turned and the winter winds brought a
chill to the air, there was an unforgettable gathering of children at our
Cathedral. The echoes of hymns and the warmth of fellowship signaled
the approach of the most enchanting time of the year - Christmas. The
Kannampuzha Hall has transformed into a haven of joy, as the members
and animators of "Cherupushpha Mission League" of the Syro-Malabar
Church geared up for a spectacular Christmas celebration.

A Tapestry of Traditions and Faith

The celebration kicked off with a heartwarming prayer by Giana
Gibi. The resonance of prayers filled the sacred space, fostering an

atmosphere of spiritual unity and reflection. Catechism Principal Rev.
Sr. Prasanna delivered a beautiful message to all the children gathered
for the event. The presidential address, by Aaldrian Pynadath delivered
with grace and sincerity, unfolded as the centerpiece of the gathering.
The address resonated with the spiritual essence of Christmas,
emphasizing the importance of community, service, and devotion
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during the season of love.Following the president's inspiring words,
the secretary, Raphael Rohntook the stage to present a comprehensive
report. The report was more than a mere compilation of facts; it was a
testament to the collective efforts and commitment of the Cherupushpha
Mission League members.

Quiz Extravaganza

The atmosphere buzzed with intellectual fervor as the Cherupushpha
Mission League members gathered for an exhilarating Quiz
Extravaganza during their Christmas celebration. Divided into spirited
teams,the participants showcased not only their knowledge of the
Gospel of Luke but also their understanding of the rich traditions that
accompany the season. The questions, meticulously curated to
challenge and inspire, delved into the historical, cultural, and spiritual
aspects of Christmas.The Quiz Extravaganza emerged not just as a test
of knowledge but as a celebration of the Cherupushpha Mission
League's commitment to intellectual engagement.

Carol Singing Competitions

The Cherupushpha Mission League's Christmas celebration
reached new heights as the Kannampuzha Hall became a stage for a
breathtaking display of vocal talent and a festive atmosphere. Grouped
into choruses that embraced the diversity of their members, each team
poured their hearts into the Carol Singing Competitions. The
competition was not just about hitting the right notes; it was a
manifestation of the League's dedication to spreading the message of
Christmas through song and shared joy. The Carol Singing
Competitions became a testament to the Cherupushpha Mission
League's commitment to using the power of music to create a festive
symphony that resonated with the true essence of Christmas - love,
unity, and jubilation.
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A Blessing to Cherish

In the glow of twinkling lights and the warmth of shared laughter,
the Christmas celebration at our cathedral stood as a testament to the
enduring spirit of unity and love within the CML community. The
surprise entry of Santa with a sack of chocolates among the children
doubled the joy. The joy that filled the cathedral was not confined to a
single day but lingered, a blessing to cherish and carry into the coming
year.

As we bid farewell to this year's Christmas celebration, let the
echoes of carols and the radiance of the Nativity scene linger in our
hearts, serving as a beacon of hope and inspiration for the days ahead.
May the joy we shared within these hallowed walls resonate far beyond,
illuminating the path for a brighter, more harmonious future.

HOLY NAME - EMMANUEL
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ST. ALPHONSA

PARISH, CAMBRIDGE

Christmas Serenading

Christmas serenading was held in each ward, and droves of
enthusiastic carolers sang and danced to the beat of drums and
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tambourines to welcome the arrival of the newborn King. People from
all walks of life, kids, youth, adults, and seniors all gathered to give
praise to God for the ultimate gift, contributing to the ecstatic
atmosphere. Treats were shared by various families, adding a sweet
note to the memories shared.

Commissioning of New Extraordinary Ministers
of Holy Communion

Commissioning of New Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy Communion:

After having successfully completed the training programme and
requirements, three more of our parishioners: Mr. Sabu Jose, Mrs.
Maymol Johnson, and Mrs. Stella Maris Jacob were commissioned as
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion in the Syro-Malabar
Catholic Eparchy of Mississauga. The new extraordinary ministers of
Holy Communion received the blessings from our pastor Rev. Fr. Boby
Joy. Congratulations to the new Extraordinary ministers of Holy
Communion as they step into the new role!

Christmas Vigil Holy Qurbana
"Let all the angels of God worship Him." (Hebrews 1:6)

The Solemn Celebration of the Holy Qurbana of the Nativity of
Our Lord was celebrated on December 24, 2023, at St. Matthew's Centre,
Kitchener. The Church was jam-packed with devotees, as the church
rang with the melodious singing of the choir and the faithful. The
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children's choir also beautifully performed Christmas carols following
the Holy Qurbana as the faithful paid homage to the Infant Jesus.

Many thanks to all who worked for the success of this great
celebration, especially the choir, parish council members, volunteers,
the altar servers, and our pastor, Rev. Fr. Boby! Thank you everyone!
We appreciate the kindness of the pastor at St. Matthew's Centre for
offering a place for the Christmas Vigil Holy Qurbana! We thank, praise,
and glorify God's name for the countless blessings our parish has
received when it comes to finding a place to offer Holy Qurbana on
special occasions due to unavailability of present venue-
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13th Anniversary of Priestly Ordination
'He made them, the vicars of his love.' (St. Ambrose)

St. Alphonsa Parish, Cambridge, gives
thanks to God as our pastor, Rev. Fr. Boby
Muttathuvalayil celebrates 13 years of priestly
service to God. May God Almighty continue
to shower His blessings on Fr. Boby for being a
wonderful shepherd, following in Christ's
footsteps, with many more years to come!
Congratulations Fr. Boby!
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News from the Catechism
Department

Secret Santa

Sunday December 17, 2023 was
a day full of joy and excitement
here at St. Alphonsa Parish's
Catechesis. The children
participated in a 'Secret Santa'
activity, and gifts exchanged, spurring an atmosphere of gratefulness,
and reminding each
other of God's greatest
gift to humanity -
Jesus Christ. Carols
were sung, dances
were danced, and
Christmas riddles
were solved, but
above all, the kids
understood why we
celebrate Christmas,
that is, the realization
that God loved us so
much that he sent his
only begotten Son to
pay the price for our
sins.
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ST JOSEPH

PARISH HAMILTON

Christmas Celebrations

Our community celebrated the Christmas Eve Mass at Sacred
Heart Church, Hamilton.

Christmas Carols 2023

The festivities for the Christmas season were conducted in full
swing throughout the parish with family units having get togethers

and carol singing.

5t. Mary Family Unit 5t. Thomas Family Unit
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St. Chavara Family Unit 5t. Antony Family Unit

5t. Alphonsa Family Unit

Felicitation of Fr. Francis Akkarapattiackal

St Joseph Parish welcomed the
Fr.Franics Akkarapattiackal who is the
first priest to be ordained from the Syro
Malabar Community in Canada. The
SMYM group felicitated him and had a
free wheeling conversation with him
afterwards.

Christmas Cake Sale

The Church Building Committee
organised a cake sale to boost the
. CAKE SALE
awareness among parish members about oy $12 racs
the initiative and as a fund raiser. It was o il _ ol
huge success! v : o
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Spreading the Christmas Cheer with Hamilton Diocese

Fr. Tomy and Trustees visited Hamilton Bishop House and
handed over the Christmas hampers on behalf of our parish to Bishop
Douglas Crosby and Bishop Wayne Lobsinger.

Gifts were also presented to Fr Charlie of Sacred Heart Parish
where the Syro Malabar Community of Hamilton celebrates Mass.

Our children put on =
a fantastic show depicting
the Nativity scene.

Bible Verse Competition

The Pious Association of
Children organised a Bible
verse competition wherein each student memorised a Bible verse each
day of the week. The verses were written and collected and 5 surprise
winners were drawn by Fr. Akkarapattiackal.
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Christmas and New Year Celebrations

Jingle Bells Ecumenical Carols Competition

Our talented choir won the 1st prize in the prestigious Jingle Bells
Ecumenical Carols Competition winning $2,500!

ii._'hi-' 10 -

Teach 2 Build

SMYM continues their innovative ideas such
as Teach to Build fundraiser campaign.

Clothes and Food Donation Drive

The Pious Children's Association is
conducting clothes and food drive from 17th
December to 14th January. The proceeds will go to
the Sisters of the Poor of Jesus.
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INFANT JESUS

MISSION, BARRIE

Warm Welcome to the New Pastor

The Parishioners of the Infant Jesus Mission, Barrie joyfully wel-
comed their new pastor, Rev. Fr. Harold Jose Ambattupadavil, on De-
cember 3, 2023. Rev. Fr. Augustine Kallumkatharayil, Pastor of St.
Alphonsa Syro- Malabar Catholic Cathedral, and Rev. Fr. George
Thuruthipally, Pastor of St. Mother Theresa mission, Niagara, partici-
pated in the welcome ceremony conducted by the trustees and parish-
ioners. Rev. Fr. Augustine and Fr. George also distributed the prize to
Shaun Bobby who is the Winner of the Eparchial Assembly Quiz 2023.

Christmas Celebration and the Parish feast of the Infant Jesus at
Barrie

Barrie Parishioners celebrated Christmas and the Parish Feast of
the Infant Jesus on 25th of December 2023. The celebration unfolded in
a spirit of joy and reverence. The event commenced with a Solemn Ro-
sary, solemnized by CMC Sisters at 3.30 pm followed by Presudenthi
Vazhcha and Roopam Ezhunnallikal by the parish priest, Fr. Harold
Jose.

The Holy Qurbana offered by His Excellency Mar Jose Kalluvelil,
concelebrated by Fr. Harold Jose and Fr. Rajeev Pallickassery. Soon
after the Holy Qurbana there was a prayer of Ladeenju and Solemn
Procession, where the Thirunal Presudenthies and other parish mem-
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bers embarked on the procession inside the church, led by Rev. Fr.
Augustine Kallumkatharayil, Pastor of St. Alphonsa Syro- Malabar
Catholic Cathedral, Mississauga. This symbolic journey was a testa-
ment to the unity and faith of the parish community.

Cultural programs were organized in the parish hall at 7.00 pm.
Most of the parishioners were present and enjoyed all the programs
organized by our kids, youth (JY) and parents. Transitioning to the
Parish Night, the atmosphere was set with a prayer song performed by
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our young parishioners. Bishop Mar Jose Kalluvelil, Fr. Harold Jose,
Fr Augustine, and Fr Joyal shared words of wisdom, imparting spiri-
tual guidance to the congregation.

The cultural segment of the evening featured various dances and
songs, showcasing the diverse talents of the parishioners. The festivi-
ties created a vibrant tapestry of cultural activities that resonated with
the joy of the season. Fr. Rajeev won all the hearts with his beautiful
rendition of "Paithalam Yesuve" song at the cultural activities. We were
also blessed with the presence of CMC & CHF Sisters from Mississauga
parish for the parish night. As the night progressed, the ceremonies
culminated with Snehavirnnu, fostering a sense of community and to-
getherness among the parishioners. The event, enriched with prayer,
cultural expressions, and communal dining, truly embodied the spirit
of Christmas and the essence of parish life.

ST. AGNES
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SCARBOROUGH FORANE

ST. THOMAS FORANE
PARISH, SCARBOROUGH

Christmas Vibes

Draped in tradition and faith, Christmas festivities unfurled within
our parish. The resonance of Christmas Music echoed through hallowed
halls, uniting the community in celebration of the birth of our Savior in
a humble manger. This year, a full house of children joyously
participated in the special Mass, at 8.30 p.m., accompanied by a
Children's Choir vocalizing age-old hymns, creating an atmosphere
brimming with festive warmth and cheer. Ornate nativity scene and
intricately adorned church surroundings served as visual reminders
of the sacredness, fostering unity and togetherness among parishioners.
Prior to the
Christmas Mass,
Catechesis
students from
various Pious
Associations
brought the
Nativity to lifein
Marthoma Hall,
drawing a sizeable crowd of parishioners.

Mission Quiz
Our parish proudly acknowledged
several members who won prizes at both the

Eparchial and Forane levels in the 'Mission 1 o

Quiz' on October 28th, paving the way for Py

the First Eparchial Assembly. Winners

recognized on Christmas night included Emfi
Simy Sam Cheeran (First Prize - Adults),

Binoy Sasthampadavil (Second Prize
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Adults), Aadhil Joshy and Annmariya Joshy (Second Prize G4-7), Alan
Damy (Second Prize G8-12), Ann Christi Sasthampadavil Binoy and
Keroob Joseph Rajeev (Third place G8-12), and Judith Joshy (First Prize
- Youth). Aaron Joshy also secured a prize at the Forane level for G8-12.
Congratulations to all participants and the winners. A special gift was
presented on the Christmas night by the Vicar to all winners participated
in the quiz.

Parent -Teacher Meeting - New Executive Council formed

The annual general body meeting of the Parents and Teachers
Council convened on Dec 3rd in Marthoma Hall after the 9 am Holy
Mass, witnessed a substantial turnout. A new executive council was
elected for 2023-2024, focusing on measures to support Catechesis. The
agenda covered guidelines for Catechism evaluation, annual awards,
recognition of outstanding students, the annual fundraiser for
Catechism, and class-wise meetings with parents. Cino Joy
Naduvilekoot, Rani Dhanraj, and Jisha Biju were elected President, Vice
President, and Joint Secretary, respectively. Shraddha Tony from the
Teachers' side assumed the role of Secretary.

New Executive council with the following members - Cino Joy
Naduvilekoot Shruti Jobin, Jaison George, Alphonsa Varghese, Jisha
Biju, Joshy Pazhukathara, Rani George, Rajeev Jose (all parents), Mathew
Manathara, Anjana Chirayath (Youth Catechist), Honey Sebastian,
Shraddha Tony, and Biju Kannampuzha, (all Teachers) and Joshy
Chinnathoppil (Vice-Principal), Sr. Jyothy AO (Vice-Principal), Jaison
Joseph, Parish Catech. Commiittee Convenor and, Jose Varghese
(Principal) assumed office.

Crib Competition

Our annual
crib competition
was organized in
tamily units. From
the many beautiful
cribs presented, the
judges picked
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those made by Rajeev Jose and Rajesh Thomas as the best Cribs. Cribs
were judged based on theme, originality, innovation and creativity.
Congratulations to all participants who took part in showing their
creative skills to preserve one of our long-standing Christmas traditions.

Carol Singing

The Christmas Carol singing competition took place on Friday,
December 22nd, at Marthoma Hall and was organized around family
units. The St. Sebastian's unit presented outstanding efforts, to secure
the top position, closely followed by the St. Thomas Family unit, which
claimed the second-best spot. Congratulations to all participants for
bringing vibrancy to this age-old Christmas tradition.

Nativity Presentation

The Nativity presentation, organized by our parish children, took
place on Sunday, December 24th, on Christmas Eve at 8 pm. The children
skillfully portrayed the birth of Jesus, providing a beautiful reflection
on the essence of Christmas. More than 50 students actively participated

in this heartwarming Nativity presentation.
Senior leader Tinu Jose. During this session,
address the altar servers' team.
Christmas, running from December 17th to
. H‘ I 3
encourage Bible reading among our -

New Altar Servers Meeting '
A meeting for new altar servers took i o
our newly ordained priest, Fr. Francis
Bible Reading - Christ in Action Eﬁ
A weeklong Bible recital drive was w
24th. Sessions started daily at 6 am and
s 202 (52} )

12 pm to 10 pm. This initiative aimed to

place on December 16 in the church "T THE STVY
basement hall, featuring a presentation by | . m
Akkarapattiakkal, dedicated time to

organized virtually, in connection with ﬁ - m
continued to 10 pm and on Sundays from i - il | |;. |




parishioners, fostering a deeper connection as they prepared to welcome
baby Jesus into their homes and hearts.

CATECHESIS - CHRISTMAS IN CAMPUS

Students and teachers from the Catechesis program came together
to celebrate Christmas on December 17, fostering a sense of festive
spirit. The Ionview Campus witnessed students displaying their talents
during their scheduled class time, while Junior Grades took the stage
at Marthoma Hall to display their skills in various forms such as
Christmas memories, carols, and skits.

In a bid to cherish diverse
Christmas traditions and family
values, a competition was
organized, encouraging students
to encapsulate these elements in
video format. The winners of this
competition will be announced in
January.

Adding to the festive cheer,
our students Ann Christy Binoy
and Sanjana Theres Santosh
presented video messages on
themes assigned to them, as part
of the Eparchial Media Missions'
Christmas reflections series titled
'Feliz Navidad,' spanning 25 days.
Their participation highlights the
active engagement of our
students in broader Faith
formation initiatives.

Sports Academy - Christmas
Celebrations

The Syro Malabar Sports
Academy organized an event to

SYRAD MALABAR SPORTS ACADEMY, TORDNTD
Chriniman Colabrefios sl Borspsas s
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appreciate Rev. Fr. Francis Akkarapattiakal on his blessed holy
ordination.

As a keepsake, a soccer ball bearing signatures of all the students
of the academy was presented to Fr. Francis. A cake was cut to share
the joy and pride of the members in recognizing the first-ever Canadian
called to the priesthood in the Eparchy of Mississauga. Fr. Francis had
an interactive session with kids, explaining how important it is to

integrate and keep Jesus and Christian values in the sports journey
ahead.

Sports Academy members and parents celebrated Christmas along
with our respected priests and sisters of the parish. The event became
an opportunity to reaffirm and proclaim the importance of keeping the
birth of Jesus Christ, our savior, as the prime focus of our Christmas
celebration in this changing and challenging world. The kids were
entertained with Christmas Carol singing, and their favorite Santa Claus
addressed them on how important it is to celebrate the birth of Jesus,
which should be prioritized over everything else during the season.
Christmas cards imprinted with nativity pictures and messages carrying
the true spirit of Christmas were distributed to kids by parish priests.
The event concluded with Christmas cake cutting and snacks.

The Syro Malabar Sports Academy witnessed enormous growth,
with kids gradually starting to master basic sports skills and working
in teams rooted in Christian values.

Pious Associations

Mission League: The Little Flower Mission League is dedicated
to fostering a profound love for God and humanity, embodying this
commitment through acts of love, the extension of grace, imparting truth,
and empowering individuals for mission work. The Sacred unity was
inaugurated on the feast of St. Therese of Lisieux, the Little Flower.

A collaborative meeting of CML, Holy Childhood, and Jesus Kids
was convened with Fr. Jijimon SJ, Sr. Jessy AO, along with animators
Sherin Santhosh, Arun Siji, and Betzy Valsan. Monthly events have been
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scheduled on the last Sunday of each month, specifically designated
for JK, HC, and CML activities.

In December, themed around Christmas, children were
encouraged to unleash their creativity through art and craft, centering
on the theme "My Gift to Jesus." A delightful array of submissions,
including poems, Christmas cards, short prayers, drawings, and paper
ornaments, adorned the basement rooms from December 23rd.

A Captivating Nativity Skit was Performed on December 24th.

9January's agenda will feature a Christmas celebration,
spotlighting the Nativity skit alongside cultural programs for an hour.
Subsequent months, February, March, and April will be dedicated to
promoting virtues such as Kindness, Charity, and Saints, respectively.
A dedicated page in 'Daffodils' will highlight the creative works of
students.

Jubilee of Wedding

Parishioners congratulated couples who celebrated their
milestone anniversaries of wedding on December 30. A special Mass
was offered for them, following which the Jubilarians were felicitated
by the Parish Priests, Sisters and Trustees of the Parish. Biju Davies
and Joicy Biju Kannampuzha, Nigi Vadassery Paily, and Sindhu Paul,
Joe Kittan and Reshma Porathur Kittan (all Silver Jubilee), Jose
Varghese and Suja Jose (Pearl Jubilee) and Thomas Cherian and
Rosamma Thomas Manathara (Golden Jubilee were honoured during
the event.
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ST. JOSEPH

PARISH, OSHAWA

One-Year Celebration of the Church

On December 23, 2023, St. Joseph Syro-Malabar Church joyously
celebrated its one-year anniversary. The day commenced with a heartfelt
Thanksgiving Holy Mass presided over by Bishop Mar Jose Kalluvelil.
Additionally, we fondly recalled the Church Blessing that occurred last
year on December 24, followed by a Christmas Mass offered by Bishop
Mar Jose Kalluvelil. The festivities included a short meeting, message
by the Bishop enchanting carol singing by catechism students, family
units and church senior
and junior choir, and a
delightful small tea
party. We express our
gratitude to all parishio-
ners who contributed to
the success of these
celebrations, marking
significant milestones in
the life of our cherished
St. Joseph Syro-Malabar
Church.
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Christmas Day Celebration

On December 24, the joyous occasion of Christmas Day was
marked with a Holy Mass at 11 PM, celebrated by Fr. Tenson Paul. The
Mass was a beautiful expression of the Christmas spirit and the
significance of the day. Following the Mass, parishioners were treated
to a delightful carol singing session by the junior and senior choirs,
enhancing the festive atmosphere. There was a small tea after the
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midnight Mass, where the warmth of fellowship and joy continued to
fill the air. Additionally, the youth of the parish arranged a Christmas
Gift Tree, creating a festive ambiance and spreading the spirit of giving
during this special season.

Appreciations were extended to the dedicated members of
Pithruvedi for their exceptional efforts in decorating the church, creating
the stunning Christmas star, and assembling the crib. Their artistic
contributions added to the festive ambiance, making our celebration
even more special.

Carol Nights

In the spirit of
Christmas, our parish
experienced enchanting
Carol  Nights on
December 9 and 16,
hosted by various family
units. The heartwarming
melodies echoed as
many parishioners and
Fr. Tenson joined in the
joyous  celebration.
Adding to the festive
ambiance, Santa danced
and distributed sweets,
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bringing smiles to everyone. Children, dressed as Mary and St. Joseph,
added a special touch to the festivities. This cherished tradition not
only enriches our celebrations but also provides a wonderful
opportunity for the growth and joy of our parish's children. We express
our gratitude to all who participated, making these Carol Nights a
memorable and harmonious celebration of the season.

Pithruvedi Cake Sale - A Sweet Success

The Pithruvedi organized a delightful cake sale, featuring rich
Christmas plum cakes. We extend our thanks to Pithruvedi for this
sweet initiative and to all who supported the sale. Your participation
contributed to the success of this flavorful event, adding a touch of
sweetness to our Christmas celebrations.

24 Hour Adoration

For the month of December, the 24-hour adoration was held on
December 2nd, Saturday and we appreciate the active participation of
our parishioners. Looking ahead, mark your calendars for the next
adoration session in December, scheduled for January 6th.

Parish Council Meeting

The Parish Council Meeting, held on December 10 immediately
after the Holy Mass, was a productive session where members gathered
to discuss and address crucial matters for the well-being and functioning
of our parish community. We appreciate the active participation of all
Parish Council members, whose commitment is instrumental to the
success of these discussions.

SMYM Meeting

Following the Holy Mass on 17th December, the youth of our
church actively participated in the SMYM meeting. The engaged and
vibrant gathering allowed the youth to come together, fostering a sense
of community and shared purpose. We appreciate the commitment of
our young parishioners to actively contribute to the life and growth of
our church. Thank you to everyone who attended and contributed to
the success of this SMYM meeting.
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Winter Driving Info Session

Our Winter Driving Info Session, held on December 10 after the
Holy Mass and led by driving instructor Mr. Rajeev Devassy, was a
great success. Attendees gained valuable insights and tips to navigate
safely during the winter season. We appreciate everyone who
participated and thank Rajeev Devassy for sharing his expertise with
our parish community. Stay safe on the roads this winter!

Upcoming Mass Schedule
Sunday: 5 PM-Additional Holy Mass
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ST. MOTHER THERESA

PARISH, OTTAWA

Mission Quiz

There were almost 40 participants from our Parish for the mission
quiz conducted in October 2023.In the Youth Category Giselle Joseph
obtained second place and Joseph Alappat obtained third place at the
Eparchy level. Ciel was the third place winner in the grade 4-7 category.
At the Forane level, the Youth standings were maintained however
Aiden Mathews won the third place for the Grade 04-7 category.

Giselle Joseph Joseph Alappat Ciel Cyril Aiden Jijo

Newcomer Desk

The Parish has established a newcomer's desk to welcome the
new members to the Parish. The desk provides a scope of collecting
forms to register new parishioners and to take down details for any
items a newcomer might need. A donor list is also provided in case
tamilies would like to donate items. The idea is to continuously have
this desk set - up after mass and provide information.

Eparchial Assembly

Our beloved Parish Priest, Fr Benny, went to Mississauga from
Nov 09th -18 to be part of the Eparchial Assembly. There were three
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attendees including Fr Benny and one volunteer - Mr Joseph Alapatt.
Fr Benny was also present for the ordination of deacon Francis on 18ty
Nov 2023.

Holyween & Konthamasam Celebrations

Holyween celebrations was conducted on October 31, Tuesday
along with the end of *Konthamasam Celebrations *. Parents were
encouraged to bring children to the church dressing up as their favorite
saints.

World Youth Day

World youth day was celebrated on Nov 26th where the youth
members organized the readings and the choir. Both International and
National Youth attended. There was an info session organized for the
international youth, presented by local lawyer Binny Joseph regarding
legal aspects of immigration in Q & A Format and any questions the
youth may have. This was followed by a fun trivia session organized
by the National Youth.

Every fourth Sunday there will be an input session on various
topics by experts for the international students as well as for the new
families in Canada.
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Knights of Columbus

The Knights of Columbus council at St Mother Teresa Parish,
Ottawa undertook a membership drive amongst parishioners. Grand
Knight Seppi SP welcomed District Deputy Bro. Mike Goulet, Ontario
State online Membership director Bro. Dem Magmanlac and
Membership director Bro. Vincent D'Souza. A small presentation
ensued regarding the history of the Knights and benefits of being a
member. The Knights had also been busy with a Christmas fundraising
drive to procure grocery hampers for eligible parishioners. A fruit cake
sale was also conducted to raise cash for the council. A resounding
success, all cakes were sold out in minutes.

SMYM Youth Activity

The SMYM youth were actively
involved in the Christmas Tree and Crib
making effort at the Mission House. In
December they initiated a food drive for
the hungry where proceeds were to be
given to a food cupboard.

Another fun activity at the mission
house was the Gingerbread making
where all the SMYM national youth
gathered together to try out their
creations.

Mathruvedi Fundraising campaign

On Christmas Eve, Mathruvedhi
executive members presented the
cheque to Fr Benny. The team represented by President - Sheeja Niju,
Vice President - Priya Jacob and Treasurer - Roshini Subin, handed
over the proceeds from fundraising after the Christmas Mass.

Christmas Mass and Carol Singing

As we were expecting a large number of Parishioners for
Christmas Eve mass, the venue was changed to St Ignatius church in
downtown Ottawa. Fr Benny celebrated the mass and gave a splendid
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homily and inaugurated the carol singing performed by Catechism
Students. The mass was followed by a small reception with coffee and
cake, down in the basement. The National youth also found this
opportunity to reconvene as many were studying in different cities
and returned home only for the Christmas Holidays. The Youth had
also organised a Gift Tree for the parishioners which was both
entertaining as well as a fund raising activity.

| 65635) e 202 -



EDMONTON FORANE

ST. ALPHONSA
PARISH, EDMONTON

SEMINAR ON EMOTIONAL WELL BEING

A Seminar on Emotional Well Being and Mental Health was taken
place on 29 October 2023. It was
organized by the Catholic
Congress. The sessions were led
by Kulsan Gill and Sonia Rajeev
from South Asian Network for
Addiction and Mental Health. Fr.
Jerlin Kadaplackal conveyed the
welcome to the speakers. The
session on the mental health
helped a lot to know about the
importance of Mental Health.

HOLYWEEN CELEBRATIONS

The Holyween celebrations took place on 31 October 2023. The
celebrations was organized by the SMYM. The programme started with
the Holy Mass at 6.30. Followed by the H. Mass there were different
games organized for the children. The Saints Fancy dress competition
were also conducted.

Pizza were served to all. The programme got wrapped up by the
distribution of prizes to the winners.
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MISSION SUNDAY

The Mission Sunday Celebrations took place on 5 November 2023
Sunday. The SMYM organized games for children to raise fund for the
missions. The mission Sunday celebrations were also an opportunity
to teach the children about the need of Mission and helping the
missions.

DIVINE GRACE RETREAT

The Divine Grace Retreat of the month of November was taken
place on 10 and 11 of
November 2023. The
retreat was led by Rev.
Fr. Jison Paul Venga-
ssery. Many parishners
participated and it was
a grace filled moment.
Pithruvedi of the
parish took leadership in organizing the retreat.

CLASS FOR CATECHISM TEACHERS AND STUDENTS

On Sunday, 12 November Rev. Fr. Jison Paul Vengassery
conducted motivation classes for the catechism teachers and students.
It was so much helpful to know about
the church teachings on several matters. gl —

INAUGURATION OF
FUNDRAISING

The inauguration of the
fundraising for the new church was
done by Rev. Fr. Jacob Edakalathur.
Many Parishners donated in the first
day of the fundraising. Let the dream
of a new church become true.

GRAND PARENTS DAY
The grand parents day was
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celebrated on 25 November. It was an occasion of joy for the grand
parents. The programme began at 9.00 am by Holy Mass and the

celebrant was Fr. Jerlin Kadaplackal. After the Holy Mass the grand
parents were served breakfast. Many games were conducted and gifts
were distributed to the winners. The programme got wrapped up by
1.00 pm with Lunch. The coordinators of this programme were
PITHRUVEDHI, MATHRUVEDHI AND SMYM. It was a time to honor
the grand parents of our parish.

HAPPY ORDINATION DAY DEAR FR. JERLIN

Our parish celebrated our dear Assistant
Vicar Rev. Fr. Jerlin Kadaplackal's 3rd priestly
ordination anniversary on December 3rd
Sunday, 2023. Our trustee's representing the
parish greeted the Assistant Vicar with
flowers. Dear Father Jerlin, you are a heavenly
blessing to our community and Catholic
Church! May God bless you always!

DIVINE GRACE RETREAT

The divine Grace Retreat took place on 08 and 09 December. It
was led by Bro. George Patteril. These days were so much grace filled
and the preacher spoke on the importance of the family and the faith in
the family life. May Lord bless all the families to be witness of Christ.
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CHRISTMAS CAROLS

The Christmas Carols took place in every family units. The carols
was a time of celebration and piety. It was organized by each family
unit and everyone cooperated very well. The visit of Infant Jesus to
every home was a time of blessing and proclamation of peace.

CHRISTMAS CONFESSION

The Confession in preparation to Christmas took place on 19,20
and 21 of December. It was a time of renewal and it helped the people
to prepare well for the Christmas.

HAPPY ORDINATION DAY DEAR FR. JACOB

Our parish celebrated our dear Vicar Rev. Fr. Jacob Edakalathur's
39th priestly ordination anniversary on December 24, 2023. Father was
greeted with flowers, and wishes on December 24th Holy mass. Dear
Father you are a blessing to our community and Catholic Church! May
heavenly Father blesses you abundantly!

MERRY CHRISTMAS

We celebrated two Christmas masses on Dec 24th evening at 8:00
PM and 11:00 PM. Holy Qurbana at 8:00 pm was celebrated by Vicar
Fr. Jacob Edakalathur and 11:00 pm mass was celebrated by Assistant
Vicar Fr. Jerlin Kadaplackal. After the 8:00 PM Christmas mass, our
Catechism students sang carol songs. The Mathruvedhi hosted a
Christmas Gift Giveaway. SMYM did the crib and other decorations for
the church. And, there was another mass celebrated on December 25th,
at 9:00 am. Light refreshment was organized at the end of all masses.
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BUON NATALE

Catechism Department organized, Buon Natale a 25-day
Christmas greetings message for our parish. Our catechism students
reflected on different topics from December 1st to 25th and delivered
it to the parishioners. This was a wonderful experience and reflective
process for out students. Thanks to our dear Principal, Santhosh
Pottokaran for this new initiative. And well-done dear Students!

CHRISBELLS 2023

Edmonton Ecumenical Christmas celebration 'Chrisbells 2023' was
celebrated on December 26th. Our church actively participated in the
program as over 100 families joined from our parish alone for the
celebration. Our catechism students did a dance performance for the
program.




CHRIST THE KING

PARISH, SASKATOON

Saskatoon, Lloydminster,Northbattleford

All saints day was celebrated in due solemnity in Saskatoon and
other two Mission stations.

e
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Youth day was kept on 26th November . We had a solemn Holy Mass
arranged by the Youth of the Parish. After the Mass there was a
fellowship gathering and sharing.
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We had solemn Jubilee
celebration of the wedding of
Baby Lukose and Salamma (30
Years) and also Regi and Ligi (25
years) on 10th December 2023

SMYM Saskatoon
Organized a Christmas Party and
Get-together for the youth of the
Locality on 16th December 2023
from 3.00 pm to 7.30 pm. The
cultural programmes of the SMYM
added colour to the Programme.

The Knights of Columbus
organised a Cake Sale Programme
on Sunday 17th December, in view
of fund raising. Also, the SMYM
organised a Lucky Draw for their
fund raising

Christmas Carol Started on 15th
December . We have Five days
allotted for the Christmas Carol.
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ST. JOHN PAUL II

PARISH, REGINA

Catechism Department Updates

The catechism classes are going well in our Parish. On the first
Sunday of December, each classes selected Christmas friends (Secret
Santa) with in their classes and gifts were exchanged on 17th December.
Majority of our students submitted their drawings/posters for the
Knights of Columbus Christmas Poster Contest. The winners of the
contest are not yet announced, waiting for the result.

Nurses Ministry Updates

On November 29th nurse's ministry held a core committee
meeting at 8:30. Most of coordinators attended the meeting. Our
spiritual director father Daris addressed the meeting. Father Daris
explained about the eparchial assembly experience held on November
9-12th. Mrs. Sheeba Pius discussed about the international nurse's
ministry meeting in Dubai. On December 13th nurses' ministry held
chain rosary. On December 14 from 6am to December 15 till 3pm
Canada nurse's ministry held bible reading for New Testament. The
Regina region selected time slot on December 16th at 8am -9am, It
began with a blessing with our bishop and final blessings was given
by our spiritual director father Daris. On the 20th of December Canada
nurse's ministry held a meeting with all the coordinators. Later at 3pm
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Prayer to talk about the great call that was held on June, was discussed.
On December 17 Regina nurse's ministry conducted a meeting with
father Daris. The main agenda of the meeting is to elect new leaders to
the core committee. We elected the new service team of Regina.

Installation of New Extra Ordinary Holy Communion Minister

On 17th December 2023, Sunday during Holy Mass, Jemon Joseph
was installed as new Extraordinary Holy Communion Minister. He
completed his course and received appointment from Bishop Mar Jose
Kalluvelil.

Parish Christmas Night & Dinner 2023

Under the guidance and leadership of our Vicar, Fr. Daris, our
Christmas celebration was delightful! We extend sincere thanks to Fr.
Daris for his unwavering efforts in bringing us all together.

Our Invited Guest were Rev. Fr. Vasyl from St. Athanasius Ukrainian
Church, Fr. Oliver Inchody and Fr. Francis who joined accepting our
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invitation as judges for the Carol singing competition.We sincerely
appreciate the dedication and effort of all the members who invested
their time in the Carol singing; you were the shining stars of the event.

Likewise, our heartfelt appreciation goes to all the children, performers,
parents, and instructors for their relentless dedication. Without you,
this event wouldn't have been possible.

HOLY MASS AT MOOSJEAW MISSION

Christmas & New Year Celebration

St. Mary's Syro-Malabar mission celebration Holy Mass at Moose
jaw on 3rd December. Fr. Tomy Mandapathil MST celebrated the Sol-
emn Holy Mass. around 50 people participated. They had a wonder-
tul socialization with parishioners after Holy Mass. On 26th December
Tuesday Christmas & New Year Mass was celebrated by Fr. Daris
Cherian.

We had around 75 Participants for the Holy Mass and followed
by Christmas Dinner Dec 3rd 2023

Sunday Holy Mass
Christmas & New Year Holy Mass: December 26th Tuesday
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HOLY MASS AT INFANT JESUS MISSION YORKTON.

Holy Mass was celebrated on December 2nd, 2023, Saturday by Rev.
Fr. Daris Cherian, this was the first time after the pandemic, we re-
started the Holy Mass at Yorkton. This was an occasion for all the new
commers to come together and to have socialization after the Holy Mass.
We decided to have our next Holy Mass on January 1st, 2024.

Holy Mass on December 2nd 2023

Carol Singing by Infant Jesus Mission -Yorkton

JANUARY.22
ST. VINCENT PALLOTTI
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ST. ALPHONSA

PARISH VANCOUVER

My Church App

St. Alphonsa Syro Malabar Parishintroduced "My Church" app as
a comprehensive tool for enhancing engagement with the church
community. The app can be accessed through the parish websitehttps
y//stalphonsabc.org/mychurchapp, offering parishioners a user-friendly
interface to track contributions and update their profile.We want to
extend our heartfelt thanks to Vincy William for the creation of this

app.
Catechetical/PiousDepartments - Christmas activities

Christmas Messages

The Catechism department extended an invitation to students to
craft brief videos conveying Christmas messages for community sharing.
These videos, shared
with the parent's
group in December,
added to the festive
atmosphere, with
students actively
participating and
joyfully emphasizing
the true meaning of
Christmas through
their heartfelt messa-

ges.
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Advent calendar

To celebrate the Season of Annunciation, an Advent calendar was
prepared by Pious Association for the students to take part in daily
activities designated for each day.

Christmas Celebration

The Catechism department, in collaboration with the Pious
Association and PTA, had a festive Christmas celebration on December
17. The event was filled with
joyous festivities, caroling, and
enjoyable moments, with the
special appearance of Santa
adding to the merriment.

Food Drive

During the season of
Advent, the Catechism
department organized a food
drive. Students were motivated
to make a sacrifice by either
forgoing one of their favorite
activities or completing a chore
at home and contribute a food
item to the food drive.

Caroling @ Care Home

Students in grades 8-12
from the Catechism program
engaged in Christmas caroling at Clayton Heights Care Home on
December 23. It was a humbling experience to sing to the residents of
the nursing home, bringing joy and cheer to their lives.

Christmas Caroling

Throughout the month of December, caroling sessions were
organized at the family unit level, bringing a warm and festive
atmosphere to each household. Families came together to share the joy
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of the season through melodious tunes spreading festive cheer in
celebration of the holiday spirit.

Parish Calendar

On December 10, 2023, Fr. Thomas Venmanthara officially
published the Parish calendar for 2024. The inaugural copies were
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presented to committee
members Binoy Paul, John
Sebastian, and Sanithal.oyd.

Christmas Eve Mass

Solemn Holy Qurbana
was celebrated on Dec 24.
Parishioners participated in
procession and received

blessings from infant Jesus. B

Chitravarnam Ticket Sales
launch

Chitravarnam ticket
sales were officially launched
after the Christmas eve mass
in the presence of platinum
sponsors - Johnson & Lucy

Group and  Noaisys
Immigration

SMYM National Youth
Meeting

SMYM - National Core
Team held a meeting on
December 17, 2023, and
formulated an annual plan
outlining the activities
scheduled for the Year 2024.

International Youth
Activities
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Christmas carols in Vancouver were conducted with active
participation and support from international youth
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BISHOP’S DIARY

DECEMBER

02 |04.30pm | Celebrated Thanksgiving Holy Qurbana at Cathedral
03 |01.30pm | Celebrated Holy Qurbana at Cathedral
04 I1.15am | Participated inthe Monthly Recollection
08.00pm | Presided over Finance Council Meeting
06 [06.00pm | Participated in DALO Meeting
07.30pm | Participated in DAM Meeting
07 10.00am | Participated Zoom Meeting with Most Rev. Gary Gordon,
03.00pm | Bishop of Victoria Presided over the Curia Meeting
09 [04.00pm | Gave Class in the Marriage Preparation Course
06.00 pm | Participated in the Christmas Celebration of Divine
Academy of Music (DAM), Cathedral
08.00pm | Presided overinthe Extraordinary Ministers Training Programme
10 12.00pm | Celebrated Holy Qurbana in connection with Christmas at
St. Don Bosco Syro-Malabar Mission, Peterborough
11 07.00am | Gave Blessing at the concluding ceremony of Bible reading
at Calgary
08.00am | Celebrated Holy Qurbana at CMC Convent, Mississauga
09.00pm | Presided over the Special Curia Meeting
12 11.30am | Presided over the Collage of Consultors Body Meeting
08.00pm | Presided over the SOF Board Meeting
03.00pm | Presided over the Presbyterium
13 11.00am | Presided over the Curia Meeting
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14 | 06.00am | Inaugurated Bible Reading of the Nurse’s Ministry
01.00pm | (EST)Participated in the Eastern Catholic Bishops online Meeting
03.00am | Presided over the Presbyteral Council Meeting

16 | 11.30am | Presided over the Pastor Council Participated in the Online
03.00pm | Christmas celebration conducted by DAL

17 12.00pm | Celebrated Holy Qurbana in connection with Christmas at

St. Augustine’s SM Mission, Sudbury

18 | 08.00am | Celebrated Holy Qurbana at CHF Convent, Mississauga

07.30pm | Celebrated Holy Qurbana in connection with 39 the
Sacerdotal Ordination Anniversary at Cathedral

19 | 08.00am | Celebrated Holy Qurbana at AO Convent, Scarborough

20 11.00am | Presided over the Curia Meeting

21 | 01.00pm | Gave Blessing at the concluding ceremony of Bible reading

of the Nurse’s Ministry

07.30pm | Celebrated Thanksgiving Holy Qurbana in connection with
the concluding Centenary Ceremony of the establishment of
the Syro- Malabar Hierarchy

23 11.00am | Requiem Holy Qurbana at Cathedral
05.00pm | Celebrated Holy Qurbana in connection with the First

Anniversary of the Blessing of St. Joseph’s Church, Oshawa
24 | 10.00pm | Celebrated Holy Qurbana in connection with Christmas and
Participated in the Christmas celebration at Cathedral

25 04.00pm | Celebrated Holy Qurbana in connection with Christmas and
Parish Feast of the Infant Jesus Church, Barrie

27 | 08.30pm | TraveledtoIndia

30 | 09.00am | Gave Massage in the Ordination ceremony of Dn. Simon,
St. Raphael’s Cathedral, Palakkad

31 11.00pm | Celebrated Holy Qurbana in connection with the Year

ending celebration at Christ the King Church, Dhoni

———— — — —
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