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MAY 
2025

01  08.30 pm  School Legal Cell meeting 

05-11   Visit to Rome for Minor and Major Orders of 
Rev. Brothers of Mississauga

05 07.30 am Holy Qurbana at CHF Convent, Mississauga

 11.15 am Monthly Recollection

 04.00 pm Travel to Rome

10 03.30 pm  Minor and Major Orders of Rev. Brothers of  
Mississauga at Basilica di Saint Anastasia al  
Palatino, Rome, Italy 

11 06.00 pm Return to Toronto 

14 11.00 pm  Curia Meeting 

17 11.00 am  Holy Communion, Cathedral 

18 08.30 am   Holy Qurbana and Ticket launch Sargasandhya 
2025 at Cathedral

 04.00 pm  Holy Communion, Loured Matha Syro-Malabar 
Mission, Windsor 

19 11.00 am  Golden Jubilee celebration and Holy Qurbana at 
AO, convent Scarbrough 

(Italian time)



Bulletin 2025 5

20- 22  Enculturation programme for newly arriving 
priests 

21 11.00 am  Curia meeting 

24  10.30 am  Solemn Holy Communion at St. Thomas Syro- 
Malabar Parish, Scarbrough 

 03.00 pm SOF Annual Donor Meeting (ADM)

25 12.15 pm Sacrament of initiation at St. Thomas Syro- 
Malabar Parish, Scarbrough

26  07.30 am  Holy Qurbana at CMC Convent, Mississauga

28 11.00 am Curia meeting 

31-June 2  Pastoral visit at St. Mary’s Syro-Malabar  
parish, London

31 8.30 am Sacrament of Initiation at St. Joseph 
 Syro-Malabar Parish, Oshawa

31 10.00 am Catechism Graduation Ceremony at St. Joseph 
Syro-Malabar Parish, Oshawa 

 06.00 pm Meeting with Parish council members at St. 
Mary’s Syro-Malabar Parish, London
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Monthly Recollection of Priests and Sisters for the month of 
May will be conducted on May 5, 2025. The spiritual sharing will 
be done by Rev. Fr. Tenson Paul and the adoration by CMC Sisters.

Heupadiaknusa and Diaconate: Rev. Bro. Justine Antony will 
receive the minor order of Heupadiaknusa and the major order of 
Diaconate and Rev. Bro. Divin Alappat will receive the minor order 
of Karoyusa on May 10, 2025 in at Basilica di Saint Anastasia al 
Palatino, Rome, Italy. 

Decennial Year Conclusion: The decennial year conclusions 
of the Eparchy will be conducted on September 20, 2025, in 
the presence of His Beatitude Mar Raphael Thattil, the Major 
Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church. The auspicious occasions 
will be coloured by the mega event, “Sargasandya 2025”, including 
a Musical Bible Drama, “The Eternity” and a Broadway Style English 
Musical Drama, “The Redemption”, staged on Saturday, September 
13, 2025.

Election/ Selection of New Kaikkarans: The tenure of 
the present Kaikkarans ends by April 30, 2025. Please make 
arrangements for the election/selection of new Kaikkarans for the 
year 2025-26 and get the approval of the Curia. 

Important Collections: ABA Collection: Please deposit your 
ABA collection to the Eparchy account by April 30, 2025.  

Holy Thursday Collection: Holy Thursday Collection will 
support the formation of our seminarians. Please deposit your 
collection to the Eparchy account by April 30, 2025.  

Good Friday Collection: The Good Friday Collection will 
go towards the protection of the Holy Land. Please deposit the 
collection to the Eparchy by April 30, 2025. Thank you for your 
generosity and support.
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NURSES MINISTRY

Monthly Prayer
Nurses Ministry continues to 

conduct monthly prayer meetings with 
all regions across Canada. 

Daily Online Zoom Prayer
Nurses from all over Canada continue to pray online for all the 

nurses and the whole world every day at 3 pm. 

Prayer Meetings
All regions joined the monthly prayer meeting every Monday 

from 8.30 to 10.30 pm. Every first Monday, the international 
resource team gives the word of God.

Monthly Regional Events

All regions continue to gather for monthly prayer meetings.

Sampoorna Vachana Parayanam
From 6th April 03:00 pm to 11th 

April 3:00 pm, Canada Nurses Ministry 
conducted Sampoorna Vachana 
Parayanam. Every region got a chance 
to read the Bible for an hour. The final 
blessing given by Fr Daris on April11th 
at 03:00 pm

 Chain Rosary
Most of the regions were conducted 

chain Rosary on 13th March from 5:30 
am to 6:00 pm which prayed for the 
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parishes, Catholic Church, all the nurses around the world, all the 
leaders, world peace and the souls of purgatory.

Consecration to the Immaculate Heart of Mother Mary
 It is a golden opportunity for all of the nurses who love the 

Holy Mother to dedicate 
ourselves completely to 
her. Our ancestors and 
saints faithfully performed 
the consecration of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary 
according to the order 
of St. Louis de Montfort. 
Following that, the Nurses 
Ministry is also preparing 
for the consecration of the Immaculate Heart of Mary.

Harvest of the Divine Mercy  
 Referring to a global prayer 

initiated by the Nurses' Ministry 
during the Holy Week and Divine 
Mercy Sunday. From 3 pm on Good 
Friday (the hour of Jesus' death) to 
7 pm on Divine Mercy Sunday (the 
Sunday after Easter), this extended 
period of prayer likely symbolizes 
a novena of Mercy, especially was 
focused on healing, compassion, and 
intercession for the world. Canada 
Nurse’s Ministry led 19th and 21st 
of April.

GOD BLESS YOU
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Ordination Day
On March 29, following the Holy 

Qurbana, our Vicar Fr. Augustine 
Kallumkatharayil celebrated his 
Ordination Day. Assistant Vicar Fr. 
Francis, trustees, and representatives of 

organizations offered their felicitations to Fr. Augustine following 
the Holy Qurbana. The church community joined as he cut the cake, 
and snacks were distributed to everyone afterwards. 

New Kaikarans 
Subhash Lukose and Sabu Pappu have been elected as the 

new kaikarans of the Cathedral Parish for the year 2025 – 2026. 
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Sebin Sebastian was selected as the new Social Coordinator and 
Dhanya Anil, Teena Dijo and Libin Babu as the Joint Coordinators. 
Congratulations to all the newly elected office bearers.

Pothuyogam

   The annual pothuyogam took place on April 6 following the 
8.30 am Holy Qurbana where key matters pertaining to the parish 
and eparchy were discussed amongst the attendees. 

Palm Sunday
       On April 13, the parish observed Palm 

Sunday and entered Holy Week. A large number 
of faithful attended the various services of the 
day. Palm leaves and Kozhukattas were also 
distributed to everyone. The Holy Qurbana 
was also offered at St. Antony's Church in 
Brampton.

Chrism Mass
   On Monday, 

April 14, the Chrism 
Qurbana was 
celebrated at the 
Cathedral at 7 pm. 
His Excellency Bishop 
Mar Jose Kalluvelil 
was the main celebrant and ten other priests from the eparchy join 
as concelebrants. A good number of parishioners also took part in 
this service, which was truly a day of blessing.
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Holy Thursday   
On Holy Thursday, there were three services at the Cathedral. 

The first one was at 9 
am, whereby the feet 
of 12 seniors from 
our community were 
washed. The next 
Qurbana was at 5 pm 
in English for the youth 
and children during 
which the feet of 12 
youth were washed 
and following this, at 
7pm, 12 parish council 
members had their feet 
washed. There was also adoration and silent 
meditation in the church from 10.30 am to 4 
pm on the same day whereby different family 
units were given time slots to spend time with 
the Lord. 

Good Friday 
There were three Good Friday Services 

and Stations 
of the 
Cross at the 
Cathedral on 
this solemn 
day of fasting 
and prayer. 
The services 
at 9 am and 3 pm were done in Malayalam whereas the service in 
English was done at 12.30 pm. There was also a service at Brampton 
on the same day at 5 pm. Following all the services, bitter juice was 
distributed to all the faithful as per the tradition. 
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Holy Saturday 
The Holy Qurbana and services for Holy 

Saturday were conducted at 9 am and His 
Excellency Mar Jose Kalluvelil was the main 
celebrant. The Blessing of Water and Candles 
and the Renewal of Baptismal Vows were the 
main rites during this liturgical service. On the 
same day, various ministries and association of 
the cathedral came together to begin decorations 
and other preparations for Easter.

Easter   
Easter Services 

began on Saturday 
evening at the 
Cathedral with the 7 
pm Holy Qurbana in 
English for youth and 
children. Following 
this, there was 
Qurbana at 10 pm 
and as well as in 
Brampton at 11.30 
pm. On Easter 
Sunday, there were 
two Holy Qurbanas 
at 8.30 am and 10 
am. A large number 
of faithful attended 
each of these 
services as they came to encounter the peace & joy of the Risen 
Lord.  

Prayer
On Saturday, April 26, the Holy Qurbana was celebrated for 

repose of the soul of His Holiness Pope Francis. His Excellency 
Mar Jose Kalluvelil was the main celebrant and other priests also 
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con-celebrated during the Holy 
Qurbana. Throughout the entire 
week, prayers were offered at the 
Cathedral for the repose of the 
Holy Father’s soul. 

Mathruvedhi

*SAC Mathruvedhi Launches 
Charitable Caritas Store*

The Mathruvedhi team is excited to announce the launch of 

the Caritas Store, a charitable initiative aimed at supporting our 
community. The store offers gently used clothing, where individuals 
can pick out items they need and contribute a donation of their 
choice—typically between $5 to $20 in cash. All contributions are 
voluntary and go toward supporting the charitable efforts of the 
church.

Our first donation drive took place on April 6 at 11:30 am in 
the Alphonsa Hall at the St. Alphonsa Cathedral, with the generous 
support of the packaging and storage team.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone who has donated 
so far. Your generosity is truly appreciated. We look forward to the 
continued support and contributions from our church community 
during the upcoming donation drives on April 27 and May 4. 
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SMYM National
Over the past month, we’ve continued to gather for our Friday 

Fire sessions following the 7:30 pm Mass, an ongoing tradition 
that provides a welcoming 
space for community, heartfelt 
reflection, and deep spiritual 
connection. Throughout 
the Lenten season, these 
gatherings were enriched 
by the inclusion of the Way 
of the Cross, organized in 
collaboration with CML. 
This shared journey through 
Christ’s Passion allowed us 
to enter more fully into the 
meaning of Lent and prepare 
our hearts for Easter. 

As we transitioned into 
the joy of the Resurrection, 
SMYM came together on April 
19 to beautifully decorate the 
church with vibrant Easter 
decorations. From arranging 
flowers to adding symbolic 
touches, bringing forth new 
life and colors in our church, 
helping us all to celebrate the Resurrection of Our Lord and Savior 
in a truly joyful atmosphere. We extend our deepest gratitude to all 
the Priests, Sisters, Trustees, Parish Council members, SMYM team 
members and animators of our church for your steadfast guidance, 
prayers, and support. Your dedication continues to inspire and 
strengthen our community in countless ways.
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Jesus Kids, HCA, CML Associations 

Jesus Kids 
A n i m a t o r s ’ 

online meet: -Jesus 
kids’ animators 
online meet 
presided by Rev. Sr. 
Pauline was held 
on 1 April 2025 
at 9.30pm to plan 
for the April and 
May month activity 
sessions.

Jesus Kids April 2025 Activity Session:-Jesus Kids conducted 
the April month session on 4 April 2025 after the usual 7.30 pm Holy 
Qurbana and the Children’s Stations of the Cross at Kannampuzha 
Hall. The order of the activity session was Jesus Kids’ prayer, 
attendance, talk and powerpoint presentation based on the theme 
“Holy Week”.

CML
The CML monthly activity session was held on April 4, 2025 

after the 7:30 pm Holy Qurbana. There was an informative session 
on Pope Francis’ 2025 Lenten message and Jubilee Year of Hope. 
During the season of Lent, the CML members were leading the Way 
of the Cross on alternate Fridays.

Legion of Mary
Every Sunday after 8.30 am Holy Qurbana, we have our weekly 

prayer meetings. On March 27, two members attended our monthly 
meeting at St. Patrick’s church, Mississauga and submitted our 
monthly report to the commitium. Members continue to participate 
in the ‘Bible in a year’ program, group rosary, 1 hour bible study on 
Wednesdays and adoration in our church on weekdays. Statue of 
Mother Mary was taken from Indu and Reji’s house and moved to 
Philomina and Prithy’s house . 
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 A service team meeting was held on April 2, 2025, under 
the leadership of Sr. Maria Josy. A total of 7 service team members 
participated to discuss and plan the activities for the month of April.

The Mississauga Nurses Ministry actively participated in the 
Sampoorna Bible Parayanam via national Zoom from April 6 to 11. 
Members also joined the International Divine Mercy celebrations.

On April 3, the Mississauga team led the weekly national Zoom 
prayer meeting. In addition, from April 4 to 11, the team faithfully 
led the 3 PM Way of the Cross, commemorating the Passion of Christ.

For April, the Apostles' Creed was selected as our monthly 
prayer tool. Members devotedly offered this prayer for the 
intentions of the Church and the Nurses Ministry. Members also 
participated in the cleaning and preparation of palm leaves at our 
church in preparation for Palm Sunday celebrations.

Sargasandhya 2025: - Preparations in Full Swing
The preparations for Sargasandhya 2025 are progressing 

smoothly and with great enthusiasm. This grand event will feature 
two remarkable musical dramas:

"The Eternity"**: A biblical Malayalam musical drama led by 
Thomas Varghese.

"Redemption"**: An English Broadway-style musical 
performed by our talented youth, under the leadership of Jimmy 
Varghese and Angela 
James.

An audition 
for artistic teams 
for Redemption 
was successfully 
completed last 
Saturday at the 
Cathedral Church. 
The cast has been 
carefully selected 
following a rigorous 
audition process, and 
rehearsals scheduling are now underway to ensure a spectacular 
presentation.
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Lenten Hymn Festival
The holiest week of the year for 

Christians was celebrated with due 
reverence and in line with the Syro Malabar 
tradition. The community came together 
on Friday 11th, just before Palm Sunday 
to reflect on the last seven words on our 
Lord Jesus Christ spoke from the cross. 
There were Bible readings, reflection and 
hymns from both the adult and children’s 
choirs. 
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Holy Week – Palm Sunday to 
Easter Sunday

Palm Sunday
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The day our Lord entered Jerusalem with people shouting 
hosana to the One who comes in the name of the Lord. Palm leaves 
were distributed among the parish members who went on a 
procession around the block as a commemoration of the event.

After the procession, a Passion Play were performed by the 
youth members of the parish. Kudos to the team!

Maundy Thursday
Lord Jesus 

Christ, King of the 
Universe, washed the 
feet of mortals. Every 
day of the holy week, 
our Lord kept pushing 
the benchmark higher 
on what it means to 
be a Servant Leader 
and the cost of 

discipleship, through 
example. When the 
choir sang the ‘Thalathil 
Vellameduthu’ song and 
our parish priest, Tomy 
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Achan washed and kissed the 
feet of 12 members from the 
community, we remembered 
the Last Supper and His 
actions.

After the service, we had 
the distribution of the Pesaha 
Appam and Paal, prepared by 
all family units, at the Parish 
Hall. 

Good Friday
The day our Lord 

sacrificed His life for our sins. 
The highest act of love. Jesus 
said, no one has greater love 
than this: to lay down one’s life 
for one’s friends (John 15:13). 
And again, He showed us by 
example. 
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 Easter Vigil and Easter 
Sunday

The resurrection. The 
single most important event in 
the history of mankind. Our Lord 
rose from the dead promising 
us that, one day we too will join 
Him in the heavenly abode He 
has prepared for us. 
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Report for April 2025

Parish Pays Homage to Pope Francis
The parish community 

came together at a special Mass 
to pay homage to Pope Francis, 
honoring his spiritual leadership, 
humility, and commitment to 
serving humanity. Through 
special prayers, reflections, and 
sharing messages of gratitude, 
parishioners expressed their 
deep respect and admiration 
for the late Holy Father. The 
tribute highlighted Pope Francis’s 
dedication to compassion, peace, care for the marginalized, and 
stewardship of creationenvironment, inspiring the faithful to live 
out these values in their daily lives. A ‘Book of Condolences’ was 
placed at the lobby for Parishioners to reflect on his Legacy and 
write down their thoughts. 

Holy Week Celebrations – Embracing the Easter Glory
The parish community observed Holy Week with deep 

devotion, culminating in the joyful celebration of Easter Glory. 
The week was marked by spiritually enriching liturgies and active 
participation from all age groups. A special highlight was Maundy 
Thursday, where H.E. Bishop Mar Jose Kalluvelil served as the main 
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celebrant. In a powerful gesture of humility and service, he washed 
the feet of 12 adults and 12 children, symbolizing Christ’s love and 
call to serve one another.

The celebrations continued 
with solemn Good Friday services 
and reached a spiritual high point on 
Easter Sunday, as the faithful gathered 
in large numbers to proclaim the 
Resurrection of Christ. The vibrant 
liturgies, prayerful atmosphere, and 
community spirit reflected the true 
essence of Easter — hope, renewal, 
and the triumph of life over death. 
There was also penitential offerings 
on Good Friday in the form of rice 
porridge, sour syrup etc.

 Main services on Palm Sunday, 
Good Friday and Easter were led by 
Fr.Shijo Karickal.



30 Eparchy of Mississauga

Parish Pays Homage to the departed Pontiff.

Get Well Wishes
We are grateful to share 

that Rev.Fr. Baiju Chakkery is 
steadily recovering following 
an exhaustive cardiac surgery. 
He is currently convalescing in 
a Toronto-based priests’ home, 
receiving the necessary care 
and rest to regain his strength.

This period of recovery is being met with grace and resilience, 
and Fr. Baiju remains in good spirits. The support and prayers from 
our parish community have been a great source of comfort and 
encouragement to him. We extend a heartfelt thank you to all who 
have offered prayers, kind messages, and support during this time. 
Please continue to keep him in your thoughts and prayers as he 
continues on his journey to full recovery. 

Parish General Body Meeting
Parish General Body Meeting was convened on Sunday April 

6, 2025 following the Holy Mass at 9.00 a.m. The Annual statement 
of accounts was  approved. A budget for 2025-2026 was also 
presented and approved. Earlier Veena Louis, Trustee presented 
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a review of various events and celebrations undertaken by the 
council in the past year. It also appreciated the generous support 
of Annual sponsors to Parish. Rev.Fr. Baiju Chakkery presided. 
The AGM thanked Saji Thomas and Veena Louis, Trustees for their 
selfless services to the parish.

Car Raffle to Support Parish Community Development 
activities

Parish Car Raffle Promotional activities are in its culmination 
with the draw to select a lucky winner of a Honda CRV is scheduled 
for May 18. Parish gratefully acknowledges the support of our 
neighboring parishes in buying tickets.

Catechetical Activities
Clean Toronto Together- 

Community Clean up drive 
with the City:

 Students from Grade 
6 and up, along with 
their teachers and parent 
representatives, actively 
participated in the ‘Clean 
Toronto Together’ community 
clean-up organized by the City 
of Toronto on April 27. This 
marked the fourth consecutive 
year of our involvement in 
this meaningful initiative, held 
in connection with Earth Day celebrations to protect and care for 
Mother Earth. This year’s clean-up covered Ionview Park, Ionview 
School, our church premises, and Jack Goodlad Park. The drive was 
led by Catechism Principal Biju Kannampuzha, Parent Teacher 
Council President Binoy Sasthampadavil, Secretary Shradha Tony, 
and the Vice Principals, fostering a strong sense of community 
responsibility and environmental stewardship.
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Bible Quiz- Prelims-Teams to the Finals
Six students from each grade were grouped into six Junior 

Category teams (Grades 5–8) and four High School Category teams 
(Grades 9–12) to compete in the Grand Finale, scheduled for May 
10 at Ionview School. This marks the ninth year the School of 
Catechesis has been organizing this enriching competition, offering 
every student a chance to deepen their knowledge of the Bible 
while working collaboratively with their peers. Attractive prizes 
are awarded each year to encourage participation and learning.

Graduation of Grade 12-Class of 2025
Sixteen Grade 12 students from our School of Catechesis 

will be graduating alongside over one hundred counterparts from 
various parishes across the Eparchy, in a solemn ceremony to be 
held at 10:30 a.m. on May 31, 2025, at St. Joseph’s Syro Malabar 
Church, Oshawa.

Congratulations to all our graduates for their hard work 
and determination! We also offer our prayers for the successful 
completion of their final exams and project work.

Twentieth Anniversary of the School of Catechesis
We are joyfully celebrating twenty years of leadership in 

faith formation through our School of Catechesis, the first Syro 
Malabar catechetical school established in Canada in May 2005. 
A commemorative ceremony is planned for Saturday, June 7 in 
Toronto, to honor our founding teachers, former principals and 
vice-principals, as well as many dedicated teachers, volunteers, and 
Youth Associates who have contributed to this journey.

During the celebration, we will also recognize:
• Our new graduates
• Winner(s) of the Riya Travels Scholarship
• Students with stellar performances from each class
• Winners of the Bible Arts Festival and Bible Quizzes held 

this year
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It will be a moment to reflect, honor, and look forward to 
continuing the mission of faith formation with renewed spirit.

Sargasandhya Auditions. 
Several students enthusiastically took part in auditions for the 

upcoming dance musical “Redemption,” which will be presented as 
part of Sargasandhya 2025 in September. The event promises to be 
a celebration of creativity and faith through the performing arts 
commemorating the decennial celebrations of the Eparchy.

SMYM 
The SMYM executive 

committee was convened on 
April 7th, 2025, to discuss 
upcoming activities and 
observing the Easter Mass and 
associated services.

During the Holy week, 
SMYM youth members utilized 
the opportunity to organize 
the Maundy Thursday service 
held at 10:00 PM. 12 youth 
representatives participated in 
the Foot Washing ceremony. The 
Good Friday service on April 
19th, 2025, at 7:00 PM was also 
organized by SMYM members, 
demonstrating their continued 
commitment and leadership in 
liturgical responsibilities.

On Easter Sunday, April 20th, 2025, SMYM youth played an 
active role in setting up the Easter tomb and assisting with altar 
services during the 3:00 AM Holy Mass.
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Divine Mercy Novena
The Parish Nurses 

Ministry led the community 
in a nine-day Divine Mercy 
Novena in preparation for 
the Feast of Divine Mercy 
on April 27. Parishioners 
came together virtually each 
evening at 9:00 p.m., joining 
in Divine Mercy Chaplet chain 
from April 18 to 26. This 
prayerful initiative fostered 
spiritual unity and deepened 
the community’s devotion to God’s infinite mercy.

Santarts

Nurturing talents & Building 
community – the Santarts way

Since January 2020, SANTARTS – 
the creative school of St. Thomas Syro 
Malabar Forane Church, Scarborough, 
Toronto – has been a vibrant hub 
for nurturing artistic talents in our 
community. Today, SANTARTS proudly 
serves 45 students across its various 
programs, fostering growth in music and 
dance every week.

Through structured Piano and 
Guitar classes, students receive quality 
training based on the Royal Conservatory of Music (RCM) syllabus 
and performance-based instruction, helping them grow in both 
skill and confidence. Many of our guitar students now joyfully 
participate in the church choir, bringing their learning into worship.

SANTARTS Indian Classical Dance classes promote cultural 
appreciation and discipline, catering to beginners through advanced 
learners.
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Adding to our growing programs, 
we’re launching a new and exclusive 
Guitar batch for children, with options 
for both formal syllabus-based and 
performance-focused learning paths. In 
May, we’re excited to introduce a Zumba 
Dance Class for adults – an energetic and 
joyful way to stay fit and build community.

At SANTARTS, we remain 
committed to making the arts accessible 
to all through an affordable fee structure, 
offering a space where creativity, growth, 
and fellowship come together to enrich 
lives.

ISSSAC- Green Future- Vegetable Garden
Parish is all set to develop a 

model vegetable garden with 25 
different varieties of vegetables, 
herbs, tubers and leafy greens 
at the church campus with the 
support of ISSSAC Regional Centre. 
Along with this, seedlings will be 
distributed to households enabling 
them to grow vegetables in their 
backyard and support food security 
and sustainable growing methods. 
Adult and Youth volunteers will 
monitor the project from sourcing 
varieties that has a better yield, 
daily care and marketing the 
harvested products. 
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Three-Day Parish Lenten Retreat
From April 4th to 6th, the three-day Parish Lenten Retreat, 

led by Rev. Fr. Bijil Chakyath MSFS, offered a profoundly enriching 
experience of spiritual renewal and growth. Focusing on the 
Christian virtues of love, faith, and hope in Jesus, the retreat created 
a meaningful opportunity for parishioners to strengthen their 
connection with God during the sacred season of Lent. Individuals 
from various walks of life united with open hearts, embracing 
moments of reflection and devotion.

Fr. Bijil's heartfelt 
teachings emphasized 
the significance of loving 
God and one another, as 
commanded by Jesus, 
encouraging everyone 
to recognize and live 
out love in their daily 
lives. The retreat was 
marked by fervent 
prayers that uplifted 
the community and 
inspired introspection. 
Through meditations on 
Scripture and personal 
stories, attendees were 
strengthened in their 
faith and found peace in 
God's enduring care.
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Hope, a 
fundamental pillar of 
the Christian journey, 
was beautifully 
emphasized by Fr. 
Bijil, inspiring the 
faithful to hold firm 
in their trust in Jesus. 
The retreat concluded with deeply moving moments of Holy Mass, 
prayer, reflection, and Eucharistic Adoration, fostering a serene 
environment of spiritual healing and renewal. This transformative 
experience left a lasting impact on all who attended, strengthening 
their faith and deepening their devotion. 

Holy Week Celebrations At Holy Family Parish
Holy Week at Holy Family Parish was a deeply spiritual 

and vibrant journey, commemorating the passion, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Each day was filled with unique 
traditions and heartfelt gatherings, fostering a profound sense of 
faith and community.

Palm Sunday
On April 13th, Palm 

Sunday commemorated 
Jesus' victorious entry into 
Jerusalem. Parishioners 
gathered for the blessing 
of palms, receiving the 
blessed palm leaves with 
deep reverence. This was 
followed by a lively and 
joyous procession. The 
Holy Mass emphasized 
Christ's humility and His 
willing journey to the 
cross, touching hearts and 
setting a contemplative 
mood for the days to come. 
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Maundy Thursday 

On April 17th, Maundy Thursday was dedicated to 
commemorating the institution of the Eucharist and Jesus' example 
of servant leadership. The evening opened with the Mass of the 
Lord's Supper, during which the parish priest, Fr. Daris Cherian, 
performed the symbolic washing of feet. Following the service, 
parishioners gathered for the Appam Murikkal, a cherished local 
tradition that recalls the Last Supper by representing the act of 
breaking bread in unity. The day concluded with the Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament, offering an intimate reflection on Jesus' 
anguish in the Garden of Gethsemane.

Good Friday
On April 18th, Good Friday was commemorated with deep 

solemnity and reverence for the crucifixion of Jesus. The day began 
with the Passion service, which featured the veneration of the cross, 
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Gospel readings, and heartfelt prayers of repentance. It was a time 
of fasting, reflection, and profound gratitude for Christ's sacrifice. 
Participants also engaged in the Way of the Cross, meditating deeply 
at each station. The day concluded with the sharing of Nercha Kanji, 
bringing the community together in unity and tradition.

Holy Saturday
On April 19th, Holy Saturday 

was observed as a day of peaceful 
reflection and anticipation for 
Easter. The Paschal candle was 
lit, representing Christ's light 
overcoming darkness, and was 
followed by scriptural readings 
recounting the narrative of 
salvation. The celebration was 
further enriched with the blessing 
of Holy Water and the renewal of 
baptismal vows, bringing a sense of hope and fresh beginnings to 
the faithful.

Easter Sunday
The week concluded 

with the triumphant 
celebration of Easter 
Sunday, commemorating the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
The Holy Mass was filled with 
jubilant hymns of gratitude 
and worship, creating an 
atmosphere of renewal and 
victory. Parishioners came 
together for a food fest and 
exchanged Easter greetings, 
celebrating the triumph of life 
over death and reaffirming 
their dedication to Christ’s teachings.
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Holy Family School Of Catechism Report

Meeting And Spiritual Sharing For Parents Of Holy 
Communicants

On March 30, 2025, a special 
meeting was held for the parents 
of the Holy Communicants at Holy 
Family Parish, focusing on the 
spiritual journey and preparations 
for their children as they approach 
the sacred milestone of receiving 
Holy Communion. The session 
commenced with an overview of 
the prayers and practices that the 
students were encouraged to follow 
in order to deepen their connection 
with the sacrament. The guidelines 
aimed at fostering a reflective and 
prayerful approach to this holy 
occasion. Catechism teacher Josna 
Chacko Thayyil shared an inspiring spiritual message, emphasizing 
the significance of Holy Communion and encouraging parents to 
support their children in their spiritual growth. Her reflections 
were heartfelt and resonated with all those present, offering 
valuable insights into nurturing faith within the family. The meeting 
concluded with a profound moment as the parish priest, Fr. Daris 
Cherian, invoked blessings upon all the Holy Communicants. As a 
symbolic start to their journey, Fr. Daris Cherian presented each 
child with a blessed rosary, reinforcing the importance of prayer in 
their preparation for receiving the Eucharist. 

Lenten Retreat For Catechism Students
The Lenten retreat for Catechism students, held on April 

5th and 6th, was a deeply spiritual and enriching event, jointly 
organized by the Jesus Youth Team and Holy Family Catechism. 
Designed to inspire and strengthen the faith of young participants, 
the retreat seamlessly combined engaging activities with profound 
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spiritual teachings. The peaceful 
Adoration Chapel at Holy 
Family Parish Hall provided a 
perfect setting for prayer and 
reflection, enhancing the sacred 
atmosphere of the event. Led 
by the Jesus Youth Team, the 
program offered a dynamic and 
devotional experience, including 
captivating storytelling sessions 
that brought Biblical events 
vividly to life, allowing students 
to immerse themselves in 
Scripture.

The children actively 
participated in singing uplifting 
hymns and devotional songs, 
fostering unity and joy in worship. 
Additionally, thoughtful and 
relatable sermons centered on the 
teachings of Jesus, encouraging 
them to contemplate their 
spiritual journeys and embrace 
Christian values in their lives. This 
retreat left a significant impact on 
the students, helping them develop a deeper relationship with God. 
Its creative blend of storytelling, music, and sermons resonated 
powerfully with the young minds. The 
exceptional efforts of the Jesus Youth 
Team created an environment of learning, 
faith, and devotion, making this retreat a 
memorable and transformative experience 
during Lent.

  Online Monthly Bible Quiz
Online Monthly Bible Quiz for 

Catechism students are set to resume this 
month on April 26, 2025, utilizing the 
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interactive Kahoot application as the platform. The quiz will focus 
on the Gospel of John, marking the next stage in the students' 
journey through the Holy Scriptures. This initiative aims to deepen 
the students' understanding of the Bible in an engaging and fun way, 
encouraging them to explore the profound teachings and events 
narrated in the Gospel of John. 

Catechism Staff Meeting
On April 23, 2025, the Catechism staff convened a virtual 

meeting via Google Meet to organize and discuss significant events 
and activities planned for the remainder of the year. The session 
began with a prayer led by Fr. Daris Cherian, followed by an 
inspiring spiritual reflection shared by Principal Bibin Sebastian. 
The discussions were centered around key agenda items, including 
the Catechism Annual Exam, Faith Camp, and the Annual Day 
Celebration. The meeting concluded with the assignment of 
actionable tasks to team members, ensuring efficient execution of 
the plans. The staff's dedication and teamwork highlighted their 
commitment to providing enriching and meaningful experiences 
for the students.

Pious Associations Report
The month of April we at PAC 

continued to encourage our children to 
get their “Passports” to heaven ready; 
the Lenten Activity 2025. As a means 
to encourage kids partaking in daily 
Qurbana during this sacred season Our 
Parish Priest Fr. Daris Cherian distributed 
stickers for kids after every Holy Mass. 
Teachers on a weekly basis 
gave out fun Faith stamps on 
the passport to motivate kids 
with their Lenten journey.

Lenten activity gifts were 
decided to be given on April 
27, 2025 after the Holy Mass. 
Fr. Daris Cherian would give 
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the gifts to the top 5 kids who attended the Holy Mass. Moreover, 
teachers will give the gifts in the classroom for the kids who ever 
completed the Lenten activity.

Divine Mercy Sunday  
A Divine Mercy Procession is planned for the first Sunday 

after Easter  (April 27, 2025) led by PAC members and  the leaders, 
who are also junior SMYM members. The procession starts with 
giving a small introduction about the importance of divine mercy in 
our life. In the procession the picture of divine mercy will be carried 
and venerated accompanied by the altar servicers and First Holy 
Communicants. Proposals are being discussed on ways to actively 
engaging our kids in the most meaningful way possible; thereby 
creating a memorable and glorious experience for them. 

Nurses Ministry Report
“Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful” -Luke 6:36.
Lent is a period of penitential preparation for Easter. A time 

for bracing our souls for a more meaningful celebration of the 
Lord's Resurrection. A season to  seek the Lord in prayer by reading 
Sacred Scripture; serving others by giving alms; and practicing self-
control through fasting. At the nurse’s ministry this month provided 
a perfect opportunity to reflect on our inner soul and renew our 
relationship with our Lord.

Sampoorna Vachana Parayanam ignited the spark of wisdom 
and enlightened our lives with the word of God. The slot for Halifax 
was on April 7th from 6 to 7am am and April 10th 8 to 9am. Soumiya, 
Jeena, Renjith and Siji led the reading. Reading and listening to the 
word of God was a spiritual retreat.

The Harvest of Mercy, a reflection on the divine mercy of God 
as revealed to Saint Faustina, was held from April 18th onwards. 
Halifax Nurses Ministry was assigned the period from April 21st 
8:30 to 9:30pm. Soumiya Jins and Vinu Franklin represented Halifax. 
Reading the dairy and reciting the divine mercy chaplet drew us 
closer to experiencing the immense love and mercy of our Lord.
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  April was most definitely a month carrying forth the zeal 
and ardor of Lent, anchoring firm on his words and gazing firm on 
our call to sainthood. 

Mathruvedi Report
Mathruvedhi members prepared kozhukotta on the 

occasion of kozhukotta sheni and provided those to the church 
and youth’s of our parish. As we decided earlier, Mathruvedhi 
actively participated along with pithruvedhi on Maunty Thursday 
by preparing “Pesaha Appam”, around 400 people were attended, 
more than 30 mathruvedhi members prepared “Pesaha Appam” for  
Maunty Thursday. In response to our Achan’s appeal to conduct a 
food fest same as Christmas, Mathruvedhi members prepared and 
bring many homely food and sold soon after the Easter Vigil Mass. 
Funds raised from this fest contributed to church building fund

SMYM Report
The Holy Family SMYM youth actively participated in the 

services and prayerfully participated in holy week celebration. 
A special initiative by SMYM was the Way of the Cross Trek, on 
Kozhkatta Sheni, when the youth and families of the parish went 
on a hike while reciting and 
reflecting on the stations of the 
cross. After morning mass, the 
trek took place in a trail forest 
and ended with fellowship and 
the sharing of kozhkatta and tea. 
It was both a time of reflection on 
Christ’s passion and a celebration 
of the hope that awaits us after. 

SMYM youth also actively 
participated in Holy week 
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celebrations, helping with church choir, good Friday readings, good 
Friday alter service, leading the way of the cross, etc. 

Upcoming Events 
- We have an informative career session 

coming up on Sunday May 4th, with individuals 
from the Navy and Paramedics department 
to introduce youth and participants to their 
journey leading up to their career pathways, 
the different benefits and roles in their jobs, 
application tips, job opportunities etc. 

- We have also planned a youth retreat in 
October (17th to 19th) in Halifax. More details 
to follow. 

AVE MARIA MISSION,  
BERWICK, NOVA SCOTIA

April was a spiritually enriching and activity-filled month for 
our Ave Maria Mission community in Berwick. With the Lenten 
season and Easter celebrations at the heart of our journey, our 
parish family came together in faith, prayer, and fellowship.

Weekly Lenten Reflections – 

Way Of The Cross (Every Friday)
Throughout the Fridays of April, we conducted the Way of 

the Cross online as part of our Lenten preparation leading up to 
Good Friday. Many families participated from their homes, joining 
in the solemn reflections and prayers, making it a truly communal 
spiritual experience. We are grateful for the heartfelt involvement 
and devotion shown by all.

Holy Mass – April 6th
On Sunday, April 6th, we were blessed to celebrate Holy Mass 

with Fr. Daris Cherian. His inspiring homily reminded us of the 
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deep love and sacrifice of Christ during the Lenten season. It was a 
spiritually uplifting start to the month.

Good Friday Celebrations – April 18th
Our Good 

Friday celebration 
was held on April 
18th, beginning at 
4:30 PM. The service 
included a powerful 
Way of the Cross 
procession, where 
Jesus’ Passion was 
recreated through a moving and reflective dramatization. The 
portrayal helped  bring  life the suffering and sacrifice of our Savior 
in a vivid and heartfelt manner.

After the prayers, our community gathered to share a simple 
meal together, reflecting the spirit of unity and fellowship that Good 
Friday inspires. It was a moment of connection, quiet gratitude, and 
communal peace.

Easter Sunday Mass – April 20th
Our Easter 

Mass was 
celebrated on April 
20th at 10:30 AM, 
once again with Fr. 
Daris leading us 
in joyful worship. 
The celebration of 
the Resurrection of 
Christ was made even more special by a live dramatization of "Jesus 
Rises", beautifully performed in between the Mass.

Following the Mass, the parish community enjoyed a festive 
meal together, sharing Easter joy and togetherness. We also hosted 
a 50/50 draw competition, which added a bit of fun and excitement 
to the day.
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 Catechism Activities & Kids’ Ministry
Our Catechism children took an active 

role in the Holy Week by organizing their 
own “Kids’ Way of the Cross”, creatively 
presenting Jesus’ Passion in a way that 
was both educational and spiritually 
meaningful. It was heartwarming to see 
their engagement and understanding of 
the story of salvation.

We are also excited to 
announce the launch of the 
“Ave Maria Altar Jesus Kids 
Group”, an initiative from the 
Catechism Department in 
collaboration with Fr. Daris. 
This group aims to train 
and encourage children to 
participate more actively in the 
Mass and liturgical services, 
helping them grow in faith and 
confidence from a young age.

We thank each and every 
one of you who contributed to 
making this month’s events 
meaningful and memorable. 
Ave Maria Mission Berwick 
is truly blessed to have 
such a vibrant and faithful 
community.
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 CHRIST THE KING PARISH, 
LUNENBERG, NOVA SCOTIA

Holy Mass (April 13, 2025)
On Palm Sunday, 

April 13, 2025, we joyfully 
celebrated our first Holy 
Mass. This momentous 
occasion marked a new 
chapter for our parish and 
brought our community 
together in spiritual 
unity and renewal. 
The Holy Mass was 
celebrated with a good 
turnout of parishioners, 
fostering reflection and 
strengthening our faith 
during Lent. We are grateful for the strong participation of the 
community.

Maundy Thursday
On Maundy Thursday, we gathered as a community in 

one home to celebrate with prayers and food. This intimate and 
meaningful gathering highlighted the love and unity we share as 
followers of Christ, deepening our spiritual connection.

Way Of The Cross At Homes
We have continued the Way of the Cross in our community, 

held at individual homes every Friday. This spiritual journey brings 
us closer together as we reflect on Christ's passion and sacrifice. 
We thank God for His blessings and for the continued growth of our 
church community.

Thank you
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SAINT ANDRE MISSION, 
SYDNEY, NOVA SCOTIA

The Holy Mass for the month of 
March was celebrated in our Mission on 
the 30th by Rev. Fr. Silvichan, bringing 
the community together in prayer and 
fellowship.

The Way of the Cross in Malayalam, 
led by Rev. Fr. Paul Murphy was prayerfully 
celebrated every Friday during the Lenten 
season at 7.00 p.m

The Good Friday service began with 
hymns and scripture readings that reflected on the Passion of 
Christ, setting a solemn and contemplative tone. This was followed 
by the celebration of Holy Communion. Later, the Way of the Cross 
was observed in Malayalam, led by Rev. Fr. Paul Murphy, guiding the 
faithful through the final moments of Jesus' journey to Calvary.

After the Way of the Cross, the Salutation of the Cross was 
made available for all mission members to venerate. This was 
followed by the distribution of vow offerings, which included rice 
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porridge and green gram curry. The vow offering was generously 
sponsored by Joann’s Little India Restaurant, Sydney.

The Easter Mass was joyfully celebrated on the 20th of April 
2025 at 4:30 p.m. at our Mission by Rev. Fr. Sunny. The Sacrament of 
Confession was administered by Rev. Fr. Paul Murphy, offering the 
faithful a meaningful opportunity for spiritual renewal. 

Followed by the Holy Mass, Easter Eggs were distributed to 
our fellow members.

May Month Holy Mass will be celebrated on 25th of May at 
4.30 p.m. 

ST. JOHN MISSION
SAINT JOHN, NEW BRUNSWICK

Holy Mass
We warmly invite you to 

join us for our next Holy Mass, 
which will be celebrated on 
Saturday, April 26, 2025, at 
5:30 PM at Saint Rose Catholic 
Church. This is a special 
opportunity to come together 
in faith and community to 
worship and give thanks. All 
are welcome to attend, please 
feel free to invite family and 
friends. 

Way Of The Cross
We extend our sincere 

gratitude to everyone who 
participated in the Way of 
the Cross during the Lenten 
season at Saint Rose Catholic 
Church. Your presence and 
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prayerful reflection made each gathering a meaningful spiritual 
journey. We also thank our dedicated parishioners and volunteers 
who helped organize and lead the devotion. May the grace of this 
sacred season continue to inspire us in our daily lives. 

Nurses Ministry
We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all the dedicated 

members of the Nurses Ministry – New Brunswick Chapter for 
faithfully conducting the Way of the Cross online each day during 
the Lenten season. Led solely by the nurses, this virtual devotion 
created a meaningful and prayerful experience for participants, 
allowing many to join from the comfort of their homes while staying 
spiritually connected. Your commitment to leading this sacred 
tradition online is truly commendable and reflects the compassion 
and care you bring not only to your profession but also to your faith 
community. Thank you for your inspiring service and devotion. May 
God continue to bless you in all that you do. 

ST.THOMAS MISSION
MONCTON, NEW BRUNSWICK

Children’s Rosary And Procession
On the first Saturday of every month, a special rosary is 

organized and led entirely by children. The children not only lead the 
prayers but also take part in a beautiful procession. With rosaries 
in hand and hearts full of devotion, they walk together in prayer, 
creating a touching and inspiring sight. It is a wonderful initiative 
to nurture faith in the younger generation and involve them actively 
in spiritual life.

Weekly Way Of The 
Cross In Homes

Throughout the 
Lenten season, mission 
members took turns 
hosting the Way of the 
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Cross in their homes. These weekly gatherings became moments 
of prayerful reflection and community bonding. Each home 
transformed into a sacred space, where prayers were lifted, and 
hearts were united in the meditation on Christ’s Passion. These 
small gatherings played a significant role in keeping the spirit of 
Lent alive throughout the season.

Holy Week Preparation For Catechism Students
In the final 

catechism class 
before Palm Sunday, 
a special session 
was held to help 
students understand 
the significance of 
Holy Week. Through 
engaging videos and 
thoughtful narration, the children were taken through the journey of 
Jesus—from His triumphal entry into Jerusalem to His Passion and 
death. This class offered them a deep and meaningful preparation 
for the most sacred week of the liturgical year.

Holy Mass And Way Of The Cross
On April 12th, the faithful gathered for a spiritually enriching 

Holy Mass celebrated by Fr. Daris Moolayil. The evening began with 
the Sacrament of Confession, offering the community a chance 
to reconcile with God and prepare their hearts for the Eucharist. 
The Mass was deeply prayerful, preceded by the Way of the Cross, 
allowing everyone to reflect on Christ’s suffering and sacrifice. 

A Melodious Offering By Catechism Students
The catechism students 

added a special touch to the 
celebration with a heartfelt 
song during the Mass. Their 
performance was not only 
melodious but also spiritually 
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uplifting. The voices of the children echoed with innocence and 
devotion, inspiring the congregation and reminding all of the 
beauty of childlike faith.

Community Celebration: Kozhukkata Saturday
After the Mass, the community came together to celebrate 

Kozhukkatta Saturday. Families brought kozhukkattas lovingly 
prepared at home, sharing them joyfully with others. This 
tradition fostered a strong sense of unity and warmth among the 
members. Laughter, conversation, and shared food created a festive 
atmosphere, turning the evening into a joyful celebration of faith 
and fellowship.

Good Friday Way Of The 
Cross

On Good Friday, the mission 
members led the community in 
the Way of the Cross, guiding 
everyone through a solemn 
and reverent remembrance of 
Christ’s suffering. The prayers, 
reflections, and hymns helped 
all present to spiritually walk 
with Jesus on His path to 
Calvary. It was a powerful and 
moving experience that brought 
the community together in grief, 
gratitude, and hope.

This season has been 
filled with moments of grace, 
devotion, and community 
spirit. Each event reflected the mission's commitment to spiritual 
growth, active participation, and deepening the bonds of faith 
and fellowship. These gatherings and celebrations have not only 
strengthened individual hearts but have also nurtured the collective 
soul of the parish.
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ST ANTONY’S MISSION
MIRAMICHI, NEW BRUNSWICK

March was a special and prayerful month for the Miramichi 
Syro-Malabar community. The monthly Holy Rosary was held at 
the residence of Sanoj on the 8th of March at 8 PM. Following the 
Rosary, a short meeting was conducted during which preparations 
for the upcoming March Holy Mass were discussed.

The Lenten season was observed with devotion as we 
prayerfully conducted the Way of the Cross prior to the Holy Mass 
attended by the parish community.

The second Holy Mass of the year was celebrated on the 29th of 
March 2025 at St. Michael’s Church. The celebration began with the 
Way of the Cross, preparing hearts for the Holy Mass. Confessions 
were offered by Fr. Daris Cherian Moolayil before and after mass for 
all parish members. We are grateful for the spiritual guidance and 
support of our beloved priest, Fr. Daris Cherian Moolayil, and the 
active participation of our parish members.

Sincere thanks to Fr. Daris and to all members of the 
community.
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Annual Retreat
Annual retreat 

for the year was led by 
Rev. fr. Bijil Ckaiath on 
March 28 to 30. It was 
really a renewal time 
for the community 
and the parishnoers 
made their confession 
during the retreat. The 
Parish council played 
asignificant roll in 
arranging eveything for 
the fruitful retreat.

Holy Week
The holy week 

of this year celebrated 
with all its rituals 
beginning from Palm 
Sunday. The Passion 
week commenced with 
the blessing of palms at the grotto and the solemn procession to 

the church. On Holy Thursday 
solemn Mass was said in the 
evening with adoration till 
12 pm. After the Mass the 
community participated in the 
breaking of Pessaha appam and 
Pal. On Good Friday the passion 
reading was read, and people 
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joined the Kanji prepared by the community. On Holy Saturday the 
new light and water were 
blessed. The Easter Mass 
was at 9 pm on Saturday. 
The resurrection scene 
was dramatized at the 
church. There were Easter 
hunting for the children 
prepared by the youth of 
the Church. The Easter egg 
for the community was 
prepared by the Parish 
Council

Requiem Mass For Late Pope Francis
Requiem Mass and Special Oppise 

for late pope Francis was said on Monday 
21, at Francis Assisi church. 
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Way of the Cross During Lent
During the Lenten season, the Way of the 

Cross is conducted in the church after every 
Holy Qurbana in a short form. On Fridays, it 
is observed in a solemn form after the Holy 
Qurbana. Additionally, on Sundays, after the 
11:00 AM Children’s Holy Qurbana, the catechism students lead the 
Way of the Cross, fostering spiritual devotion 
among young parishioners.

Eucharistic Year: 24-hour Eucharistic 
adoration

On April 5, our parish hosted the monthly 
24-hour Eucharistic Adoration, providing 
parishioners with a sacred opportunity for 
individual prayer, reflection, and spiritual 
renewal.  

Parish Council Meeting
The Parish Council meeting for this 

month was held on Sunday, April 13th, 
following the 5:00 PM Holy Qurbana. Key 
updates on parish activities 
and upcoming programs were 
discussed.

During the meeting, 
new Kaikkarans were elected: 
Mr. Raiju Chackochan and Mr. 
Thomas Kariyadi. We extend 
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our best wishes and prayers for their dedicated service to the 
parish.

We also take this opportunity to express our heartfelt 
gratitude to the outgoing Kaikkarans, Mr. Gince Thomas and Mr. 
Raiju Chackochan, for their valuable contributions and committed 
service over the past term.

 International Youth Gathering – April 5
An international youth gathering was held on Saturday, April 

5th, following the 9:00 AM Holy Qurbana. The event brought together 
youth from various backgrounds for a time of fellowship, sharing, 
and a meal together. As part of the gathering, the participants also 
planned and prepared for the Palm Sunday tableau presentation. 
We truly appreciate the enthusiasm and commitment of our youth 
in strengthening our parish community.

Altar Server Training 
The second part of the Altar Server training was conducted 

on Friday, April 12th. This session focused on practical training 
and was led by Mr. Kurian James Marattil and Mr. Baby Joseph. The 
new altar servers were guided through hands-on instructions to 
enhance their understanding and reverence in serving at the altar. 

Walking Through the Holy Week @ St. Joseph Church, 
Oshawa

As we journey together through Holy Week at St. Joseph 
Church, Oshawa, each day’s rich liturgies and devotional rites 
draw us deeper into the mystery of Christ’s passion, death, and 
resurrection.
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Palm Sunday 
The Palm Sunday 

celebrations commenced 
with a solemn Holy 
Qurbana in the parish hall, 
where devotees gathered to 
mark the beginning of Holy 
Week. After the blessing 
of the palms (Kuruthola 
Venjirippu), the faithful 
embarked on the Kuruthola 
Pradhakshinam, winding 
its way from the hall to the 
church. Altar servers led 
the procession—bearing 
the cross, incense, and 
candles—followed by Fr. 
Tenson Paul. A vibrant 
tableau organized by our international students added a splash of 
color to the proceedings, and as each person carried their palm, 
they joyfully proclaimed Jesus as their King. Upon reaching the 
church doors, Fr. Tenson tapped them with the pedestal of the cross, 
symbolizing our own knocking at heaven’s gate while bearing the 
weight of our crosses. In his homily, he reflected on how quickly the 
hosannas of Palm Sunday gave way to the crowds’ cries on Good 
Friday, reminding us that human praise 
can be fleeting. After the Holy Qurbana, 
parishioners enjoyed freshly made 
Kozhukatta prepared by the mothers of 
the parish—a sweet sign of fellowship 
and celebration.       

Maundy Thursday 
We gathered for Holy Mass, during 

which Fr. Tenson Paul washed the feet of 
twelve of our altar server children in a 
moving reenactment of Christ’s humility. 
This was followed by the Dhivyakarunya 
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Pradhakshinam, a Eucharistic procession through the church. After 
the Mass, the parishioners brought appam and paal to be blessed; 
everyone then shared the Pesaha meal together.

Good Friday 
The day’s solemn ceremonies began at 9:30 AM with the 

reading of the 
Peedanubhava Vayana 
and the Qurbana 
Sweekaranam. A 
penitential procession 
bearing the Holy Cross 
followed through the 
nave. The Way of the 
Cross was then powerfully rendered on stage by our catechism 
students in a skit. After the ceremonies at church, Nerchakanji was 
served to the parishioners to help break the fast.

 Holy Saturday 
The 9:00 AM 

Holy Qurbana featured 
the Mammodhisa 
Vrutha Naveekaranam, 
symbolizing the renewal 
of our baptismal promises 
and the blessing of the water (Puthan Vellam Venjirippu). 

Easter Sunday 
On Saturday at 11:30 PM, we 

gathered for the Easter Holy Qurbana. 
The celebration began with the blessing 
and lighting of the new fire, followed 
by the solemn proclamation of Christ’s 
Resurrection . A beautiful resurrection 
tableau—arranged by our Pithruvedi 
committee—vividly brought to life the 
joy of the Risen Lord.

The following morning, Easter 
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Sunday dawned with Holy Qurbana 
at 9:30 AM. The church resounded 
with triumphant hymns and heartfelt 
thanksgiving as we are rejoiced in Christ’s 
victory over death. In his Easter Day 
homily, Fr. Tenson Paul unpacked the 
acrostic “EASTER” to guide our reflection: 
E – Experience,A – Astonishment,S – 
Spring,T – Transformation,E – Encounter,R 
– Resurrection.Each element reminded us 
how the Paschal Mystery isn’t 
just an event to remember 
but a living invitation: to 
experience Christ, stand in 
awe, embrace new life, be 
transformed, continually 
encounter Him, and rejoice in 
His Resurrection. Following 
the Holy Qurbana, parishioners gathered around the statue of 
the Risen Jesus, praying and reverently kissing it as a sign of their 
devotion.

   Holy Qurbana Schedule
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Passing away of our dear Holiness Pope Francis on Easter 
Monday

April was a sad month 
for all the faithful due to the 
passing of our dear Pope 
Francis. The 88-year-old 
pontiff taught us to live the 
values of the Gospel with 
courage and universal love, especially in favor of the poorest and 
marginalized. Pope Francis passed away at 7:35 a.m. local time 
on Easter Monday, April 21, at his residence in the Vatican’s Casa 
Marta, as confirmed by the Holy See Press Office. The 88-year-
old pontiff led the Catholic Church for a little more than 12 years. 
Holy Qurbana was offered at our mission house for the soul of 
His Holiness Pope Francis. In respect and mourning, all planned 
activities and celebrations have been postponed or cancelled.

Holy Week and Easter activities
Our parish 

celebrated Palm Sunday 
remembering Jesus’ 
triumphant arrival in 
Jerusalem just days 
before his death. Palms 
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were distributed and followed by the procession outside the church. 
On Holy Thursday, the symbolic 

representation of Jesus Christ washing his 
disciples’ feet was conducted by Fr Benny, 
our vicar. The 12 disciples who volunteered 
spent the last 50 days in preparation to be 
the humblest disciple, by attending daily 
mass and maintaining spiritual values. 
Achan also distributed Pesaha appam and 
paal to all the parishioners.

 On Good Friday, the mass was 
followed by veneration of the cross and 
consuming of Kaippu neer

On Holy Saturday, the Easter Vigil 
was celebrated at 11pm. There was also 
mass on Sunday for those who could not 
attend the vigil. A small skit was organized 
to show the resurrection of our Lord Jesus.

Akhanda Bible Parayanam
The Akhanda Bible Parayanam 

involved live Bible reading with the 
exposed Holy Eucharist from March 31st 
to April 3rd 2025.

Annual Retreat
 April 04th to 06th saw the annual retreat held at St Ignatius 

Martyr Church. The preacher was Fr Jijo Nellikakandathil. There 
was also a separate children’s session in the basement. There were 
a lot of parishioners who participated.
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Holy Week programs 
"IÀ¯mhn³sd \ma¯nÂ hcp¶h³ A\pKrloX³! D¶X§fnÂ tlmkm\!'' 

(a¯mbn 21 : 9)

P.E.I.-\½psS IÀ¯mhntimaninlmbpsS cmPIobamb 
sPdpktew {]thi\s¯ A\pkvacn¸n¨v  St.Thomas Catholic  ission 
]ÅnbnÂ Hmim\ RmbÀ Xncp¡Àa§Ä `àn km{µambn  
\S¯s¸«p. ]cnip² IpÀ_m\tbmsS 
Bcw`n¨ Xncp¡Àa§ÄIv Fr. George 
t\XrXzw \ÂIn. ]cnip² IpÀ_m\ 
at[y Ipcpt¯me sh©ncn¸v \S¯n. 
XpSÀ¶v hnizmk kaqlw H¶S¦w 
Ipcpt¯mebpw ssIbnÂ G´n {]
Z£nWhpw \S¯s¸«p.

"CXp \n§Ä¡pth@ n \
ÂIs¸Sp¶ F³sd icocamWv. F³sd 
HmÀabv¡mbn CXp sN¿phn³.'' (eq¡m 
22 : 19)

P.E.I- CutimbpsS A´y 
A¯mgs¯ A\pkvacn¡p¶ s]
klmbpsS Xncp¡Àa§Ä St.Thomas 
Catholic Mission ]ÅnbnÂ {]mÀ°\]
qÀhw \S¯s¸«p. hnImcn Fr.George 
t\XrXzw \ÂIn. Xsâ injy·mcpsS ]mZ§Ä IgpInsIm v hn\



Bulletin 2025 65

b¯nsâ amXrI temI¯n\p Im«nsImSp¯ {InkvXp \mYsâ 
henb XymKkvacWbnÂ \½psS CShIbnepw ImepIgpIÂ 
ip{ipj \S¯s¸«p. s]klmhymgw {]mÀ°\Zn\w BsW¶pw 
IpSpw_§fnÂ kvt\l¡q«mbvabnÂ {]mÀ°\\nÀ`cambn A¸w 
apdn¡Â ip{ipj \S¯Wsa¶pw A¨³ IpÀ_m\ at[y HmÀan¸n¨p.

"]nXmth, A§bpsS Ic§fnÂ F³sd Bßmhns\ Rm³ 
kaÀ¸n¡p¶p. CXp ]dªv Ah³ Poh³ shSnªp.'' (eq¡m 23 : 
46)

ZpxJshÅnbpsS Xncp¡Àa§ÄIv hnImcn t\XrXzw \ÂIn. 
]oUm\p`h hmb\¡ptijw A¨³ ]oUm\p`h ktµiw \ÂIn. 
XpSÀ¶v tbiphnsâ ImÂhcnbm{Xsb A\pkvacn¨psIm @p 
Ipcninsâ hgnbpw \S¯s¸«p. t\À¨¡ªn hnXcWt¯msS 
ZpxJshÅnbpsS Xncp¡Àa§Ä kam]n¨p.
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Easter lilies, which symbolize divine love, gently arise in the 
month of April.They remind us about the resurrection of Jesus and 
the hope of eternal life after death.

During the time of lent, the St.Joseph Parish community of 
Montreal entered a sacred season of anticipation and preparation.

The congregation continued its journey inward-examining 
hearts, repenting sins and drawing closer to God through prayer, 
fasting and acts of charity.

The parish members gathered in numbers on 6th April for the 
annual confession and the purification of the hearts.

Holy week observance
The parish observed the  Holy week with due reverence and 

piety.

Palm Sunday
On Palm Sunday, 13th April, 

during the Holy Qurbana, the 
congregation joined the Palm 
Sunday Procession, waving the 
palm leaves which denoted our 
Lord Jesus’ triumphant entry 
into the city of Jerusalem. The 
faithful brought Kozhukattai ( 
rice dumplings filled with a sweet 
mixture of coconut,jaggery,cumin 
and cardamom) and were shared 
among the community.
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Maundy Thursday
Maundy Thursday 

commemorates the Last 
Supper of Jesus with his 
disciples in the Upper room of 
Jerusalem. Jesus instituted the 
Holy Eucharist and Priesthood 

on the day of the Last Supper. Holy Qurbana,followed by Washing of 
the feet of 12 disciples and Pesaha Appam murikkal were observed 
in the Parish church.

Good Friday

On the solemn day of Good Friday, the Church remembers 
the crucifixion and death of Jesus Christ.On 18th April the Good 
Friday services started at 10.00Am. After the liturgy, the Nurses 
Ministry members led the way of the Cross. After the prayers, the 
congregation joined together for the Nerchabhakshanam consisting 
of rice porridge. 
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Holy Saturday 
On the 19th of April, Holy Saturday, after the Holy Qurbana, 

the Holy Water was blessed and the baptismal vows were renewed.

Easter 
Easter is the most important 

celebration in the christian 
tradition. A replica of the tomb of 
Jesus and a beautiful visualization 
of the resurrection was the main 
attraction in the church on Easter 
day. Candle light procession 
carrying the statue of the 
resurrected Jesus was joined by 
the young members of the parish. 
After the solemn Holy Qurbana, 
Easter eggs were distributed 
symbolizing new life and rebirth.

Familia- 2025 Parish Night Preparations
The wholehearted commitment of the entire parish 

community is seen in the practice sessions and in the background 
work of the familia-2025.

CML Activities
The CML 

member students 
presented St. 
Polycarp and St. 
Lucy as part of 
the weekly saint 
presentations.
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St. Mother Teresa Syro Malabar Catholic Church conducted its 
Holy Week events, led by the visionary leadership of Parish Priest 
Rev. Fr. Joseph Kizhakkedath. Under his guidance, the community 
came together to observe the sacred traditions of the season.

Pre-Holy Week Devotions

40 Hours Adoration (Nalpathumani Aradhana)
The faithful prepared for Holy Week with a 40-hour continuous 

adoration of the Eucharist, known as "Nalpathumani Aradhana," 
starting on the 40th Friday of Lent. This period of intense prayer 
and adoration set the tone for the sacred events that followed.

Confessions
From Monday to Wednesday of Holy Week, priests were 

available at designated times to hear the confessions of the faithful, 
providing an opportunity for spiritual reflection and reconciliation.

Palm Sunday (April 13)
The Holy Week celebrations began with Palm Sunday, marked 

by the blessing of palm leaves in the basement hall by Rev. Fr. 
Joseph Kizhakkedath. The faithful received blessed palm leaves and 
participated in a procession reenacting Jesus' triumphant entry into 
the Temple of Jerusalem, culminating in Holy Mass at the church.
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Bethania-Lenten Retreat (April 14-16)
A three-day Lenten retreat, Bethania, was conducted from 

April 14 to 16. Led by Fr. Jison Paul, the retreat prepared the faithful 
for Holy Week, focusing on the 2025th Jubilee year of Christ's 
incarnation and the theme "Pilgrims of Hope.

Maundy Thursday (April 17)
Rev. Fr. Joseph Kizhakkedath celebrated the Holy Mass at 

6:00 PM, washing the feet of 12 parishioners and reenacting Jesus' 
washing of the feet of his disciples. A Eucharistic Procession and 
adoration of the Holy Eucharist followed, along with a traditional 
meal, pesha virunnu.

Good Friday (April 18)
A solemn Passion Reading was held at 9:30 AM. After the 

Good Friday rites and the Way of the Cross, Kanji prepared by the 
Mathrujyothi members was distributed to the faithful.

Holy Saturday (April 19)
On Holy Saturday, the faithful renewed their baptismal pledge 

during the 9:00 AM Mass. The parish priest blessed water, and 
families collected holy water from the church.

Easter Vigil
The Easter Vigil Mass started at 8:30 PM, marking the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. A dramatic reenactment of Christ's 
resurrection moments was highlighted with lights and technology. 
After the vigil, the community gathered over cutlets and coffee. An 
Easter Egg Hunt contest for children was held in the church gym, 
and the SMYM conducted a raffle contest as a fundraiser.
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The successful observance of Holy Week at St. Mother Teresa 
Syro Malabar Catholic Church was a testament to Rev. Fr. Joseph 
Kizhakkedath's spiritual leadership and the parish community's 
devotion, deepening the faithful's understanding of their spiritual 
journey.

 Holy Week Events at St. Mother Teresa Syro Malabar Catholic 
Church, Calgary. 
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Counseling Session 
On March 20th and 24th , Christ the King Parish hosted 

a special counseling session led by Sr. Ann Maria. Open to all 
members of the parish community, the session provided a peaceful 
and prayerful environment for individuals and families to speak 
privately with Sr. Ann. With a welcoming and compassionate 
approach, she offered spiritual guidance, personal support, and 
prayer over those who attended. The one-on-one sessions were 
deeply appreciated by parishioners, creating a space for healing, 
reflection, and faith-centered conversation.

Parish Retreat 
From March 21st 

to 23rd, Christ the King 
Parish was blessed 
to host a spiritually 
enriching retreat led 
by Sr. Ann Maria. Open 
to all parishioners, 
the retreat focused on 
strengthening family 
life, deepening the bond of married couples, and guiding the 
growth and nurturing of children, all while drawing closer to God. 
The three-day event included powerful talks, heartfelt moments 
of adoration, the sacrament of confession, and uplifting music 
that invited reflection and renewal. A special word of thanks 
goes to the SMYM group, who graciously cared for the children 
during the sessions, allowing parents to fully engage in the 
retreat experience. The retreat left a lasting impact on attendees, 
fostering both spiritual and communal growth within the parish.
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Holy Week
Christ the King Parish joyfully celebrated Hosanna on April 

13th, marking the beginning of Holy Week. The celebration began 
with the blessing and distribution of palms, 
symbolizing the triumphant entry of Jesus 
into Jerusalem. Parishioners gathered 
in reverence and unity, waving palms 
as part of this beautiful tradition. The 
event continued with a solemn and grace-
filled Holy Qurbana, where the faithful 
reflected on the significance of the day 
and prepared their hearts for the journey 
through Holy Week. The celebration 
served as a powerful reminder of Christ’s 
kingship and sacrifice, drawing the 
community closer in faith and devotion.

  – 24-Hour Eucharistic Adoration
On April 14th, Christ the King Parish entered into a 

sacred time of continuous prayer with a 24-hour Eucharistic 
Adoration, beginning at 9:30 AM. Parishioners took turns in 
quiet reflection and worship before the 
Blessed Sacrament, offering prayers of 
thanksgiving, intercession, and surrender. 
The uninterrupted vigil spanned day and 
night, fostering a deep sense of spiritual 
intimacy and unity among the faithful. 
The Adoration concluded on April 15th 
at 8:00 AM, followed by the celebration 
of Holy Mass. It was a powerful time of grace and renewal for the 
community, centering hearts on Christ during the Lenten season.

 Maundy Thursday Celebration
Christ the King Parish solemnly observed Maundy Thursday 

on April 17th, commemorating the Last Supper of Jesus with 
His disciples. During the Holy Qurbana, Fr. John reenacted the 
powerful gesture of Christ’s humility and service by washing the 
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feet of 12 parishioners, symbolizing Jesus’ call to love and serve 
one another selflessly. The evening was rich 
in reflection on the Eucharist and priesthood, 
marking the institution of both on this sacred 
day. Following the Mass, Pesaha appam and 
paal were reverently distributed—traditional 
offerings lovingly prepared and contributed 
by parishioners. The celebration beautifully 
blended prayer, tradition, and community, 
drawing all present into the spirit of Holy Week.

Good Friday Service
Christ the King Parish observed Good Friday on April 18th 

with a moving and solemn service that drew the faithful into deep 
reflection on the Passion of Christ. The service began with prayer 
and a full reading of the Gospel account of Jesus’ suffering and 
death, allowing parishioners to meditate on the immense sacrifice 
made for humanity. This was followed by the distribution of Holy 
Communion, marking the only day in the 
liturgical year when Mass is not celebrated, 
but the Eucharistic communion is still 
offered. The service concluded with the 
traditional Way of the Cross, held indoors. 
Parishioners walked the 14 stations carrying 
a wooden cross around the church, reliving 
the final steps of Christ’s journey to Calvary. 
The service offered a profound spiritual 
experience, uniting the community in sorrow, 
reverence, and gratitude.

Easter Celebration
Christ the King Parish joyfully 

celebrated the Easter Vigil on April 19th 
with a grand and spiritually uplifting 
Mass. The church was filled with 
parishioners coming together to mark 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, the 
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cornerstone of the Christian faith. A highlight of the celebration was 
the live recreation of Jesus’ tomb—beautifully crafted with a door 
that opened to symbolize the empty tomb on Easter morning—
lovingly prepared 
by SMYM Saskatoon. 
The atmosphere was 
one of awe, reverence, 
and joy. At the end of 
the Mass, decorated 
easter eggs were 
distributed to all 
attendees, graciously 
provided by the 
Parish. A heartfelt 
thank you goes out 
to all group members 
and volunteers who 
dedicated their time 
and energy to make 
Holy Week and 
Easter celebrations 
truly special and 
memorable for the 
entire community.

 First Holy Communion Preparation Classes
From April 21st to May 15th, Christ the King Parish conducted 

weekend preparation classes for children receiving their First Holy 
Communion. Led by Catechism Principal Mrs. Binu and teacher 
Mrs. Salamma, and held under the spiritual guidance of Fr. John, the 
classes offered a faith-filled journey toward the sacrament. Children 
were taught the importance of the Eucharist, the meaning of the 
Mass, and how to prepare their hearts through confession. Through 
engaging lessons, prayer, and reflection, the young participants 
grew in their understanding of faith and the significance of receiving 
Jesus for the first time. The dedication of the teachers and support 
from the parish community ensured a meaningful and spiritually 
enriching experience for all involved.



76 Eparchy of Mississauga

General Body Meeting
The General Body Meeting was held on March 30, 2025, 

bringing members together for a meaningful review of the year’s 
journey and to collectively shape the road ahead. The session will 
begin with a warm welcome to all attendees, setting a tone of unity 
and reflection. A key part of the meeting will be the presentation 
of the Annual Report, summarizing the events, initiatives, and 
milestones that defined the past year. Members will have the 
opportunity to engage in open discussion, share their thoughts, and 
suggest ideas before the report is formally approved. The financial 
report was presented by our Trustee Mr. Shammy Antony in the 
presence of Fr. Jerlin Francis, accounts were presented by Mr. James 
Mathew. 

Following this, the Financial Report will be presented, offering 
a transparent overview of parish’s financial health and stewardship. 
Constructive feedback and questions are encouraged as part of 
this process, leading to its official approval. The meeting will also 
include a general discussion segment, allowing members to raise 
new ideas, express concerns, and contribute to future planning in a 
collaborative space. It will all wrap up with a heartfelt vote of thanks, 
recognizing the efforts and contributions of everyone involved. 
This annual gathering is a cornerstone of parish’s commitment to 
transparency, engagement, and growth—and every voice matters 
in moving our mission forward.

His Excellency Bishop Mar Jose Kalluvellil Visits our Parish 
The Pastoral Visit of His Excellency Mar Jose Kalluvelil is 

scheduled to take place from April 5 to April 8, 2025, featuring a 
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series of spiritual and 
community-centered 
engagements. The 
visit will begin on 
Saturday, April 5, with 
a 4:00 PM meeting 
involving all parish 
groups including 
Maathruvedhi, the 
Nurses Ministry, and 
the Knights of Columbus, followed by a Holy Mass celebrated by the 
Bishop at 5:30 PM, and concluding the day with a special meeting 
with SMYM at 6:45 PM. On Sunday, April 6, the day will begin with 
the checking of accounts and records from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM, 
followed by a Parish Council meeting from 12:30 PM to 3:30 PM. 
Catechism teachers will meet with the Bishop from 3:45 PM to 
4:45 PM, after which he will visit catechism classes and later meet 
with all students in the auditorium from 4:45 PM to 5:45 PM. The 
Bishop will receive an official welcome at the main door at 6:00 PM, 
celebrate Holy Mass at 6:15 PM, interact with parishioners inside 

the church at 7:30 PM, and conclude the evening with a meeting 
with altar boys at 8:00 PM. On Monday, April 7, His Excellency will 
visit the sick at 12:00 PM and celebrate Holy Mass in Moose Jaw at 
5:00 PM. The final day, Tuesday, April 8, will include a 10:00 AM 



78 Eparchy of Mississauga

meeting and lunch with the Archbishop before his departure. The 
entire visit is an opportunity 
for deepened spiritual 
connection, reflection, and 
unity within the parish 
community.

We also celebrated 
40th Year of Priesthood of 
our dearest Bishop Mar Jose 
Kalluvellil. 

Holy Week Events timeline was released and the programs 
scheduled were as follows:-

Kozhukatta Shani – 12 April 2025 
Our Holy Week journey began 

with the celebration of Kozhukkatta 
Shani, a cherished tradition of our 
church symbolizing unity, gratitude, 
and simplicity. The evening began with 
the Holy Qurbana at 5:30 PM, drawing 
families and individuals together in 
prayer. After Mass, parishioners offered 
and shared kozhukkatta — a humble 
and sweet rice dumpling — as a sign of 
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community spirit and 
spiritual preparation. 
It was a beautiful 
reminder that even 
in our busy lives, 
pausing to uphold 
tradition strengthens 
our connection with 
faith and each other.

 Palm Sunday 13 April 2025 
Palm Sunday marked 

the beginning of Holy 
Week with a beautiful and 
meaningful celebration 
that commemorated Jesus’ 
triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem. Parishioners 
gathered in reverence, 
holding palm leaves as a 
symbol of peace and victory. The service began with a blessing of 
the palms, followed by a solemn procession that reminded us of the 
joy and humility with which the people welcomed Christ. The Holy 
Qurbana was filled with reflections on Christ’s journey toward the 
cross and His deep love for humanity. It was a day of both celebration 
and contemplation, setting the tone for the sacred days ahead.

 Maundy Thursday – 17 April 2025
Maundy Thursday marked the 

solemn remembrance of the Last Supper, 
the Institution of the Holy Eucharist, 
and the beginning of the priesthood. 
Our community gathered at 7:00 PM in 
the church hall for the sacred Pesaha 
service. Everyone was invited to 
participate with reverence, and many 
brought Pesaha appam, which was 
blessed and later shared in homes. The 
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Eucharistic Celebration 
reminded us of Jesus’ 
love and sacrifice, and 
the importance of 
humility and service in 
our spiritual lives. This 
holy evening brought 
us closer to the true 
meaning of discipleship 
and fellowship.

Good Friday – 18 April 2025
On Good 

Friday, we 
gathered to 
reflect on the 
suffering and 
crucifixion of our 
Lord. The service 
began at 9:00 AM 
with the solemn 
reading of the 
Passion of Christ. Due to cold and stormy weather, the Way of the 
Cross was held indoors, yet the powerful spirit of the day remained 
intact. With each station, we walked the path of Jesus’ final hours, 
meditating deeply on His immense sacrifice. Following the spiritual 
service, Nercha Kanji was shared — a simple meal symbolizing our 
solidarity with Christ’s suffering and with one another. It was a 
deeply moving day filled with silence, prayer, and compassion.

Holy Saturday – 19 April 2025 
Holy Saturday was a time of quiet anticipation as we awaited 

the Resurrection. At 9:30 AM, the community came together for 
Holy Qurbana, the blessing of water and candles, and the Renewal 
of Baptismal Vows. This sacred service was a symbolic preparation 
for Easter, as we cleansed our hearts and renewed our promises to 
live as children of light. Families brought bottles and candles to be 
blessed and took them home as tokens of faith and protection. It 
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was a day to renew not just our vows, but also our hope and trust 
in the Lord.

Easter Vigil Mass – 19 April 2025 
The Easter 

Vigil, held at 9:00 
PM, was the most 
joyful celebration 
of the entire week. 
The church echoed 
with alleluias as 
we rejoiced in the 
Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. The 
service began in 
darkness, then 
burst into light as 
the Paschal candle 
was lit, symbolizing 
Christ’s triumph 
over death. The 
SMYM energized 
the celebration with 
their vibrant Uyirpp 
performance, joyfully proclaiming the good news. After the Holy 
Mass, parishioners shared Easter cake, embracing one another in 
happiness and celebration. It was a truly powerful and spirit-filled 
night that rekindled our faith.

Easter Sunday – 20 April 2025 
Our Holy Week journey concluded with the Easter Sunday Holy 

Qurbana at 5:00 PM, marking the official day of the Resurrection. 
With hearts filled with joy and gratitude, families came dressed in 
their Easter best, ready to celebrate the Risen Lord. The atmosphere 
was one of deep peace and festivity. As we received the Holy 
Eucharist, we were reminded that Christ's Resurrection is not just 
a story, but a living truth that continues to give us strength, hope, 
and new life.
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Catechism Department Updates
April has been a significant month for our Catechism 

Department as we continued our Lenten journey and prepared for 
the visit of our Bishop His excellency Mar Jose Kalluvelil.

Bishop's Visit
On April 6th we had the honor of welcoming our Bishop His 

excellency Mar Jose Kalluvelil to our catechism program.
A meeting was held with all the catechism teachers where 

the past and future activities we discussed and Bishop highlighted 
the importance of catechism and appreciated the teachers for their 
great missionary work. 

Following the meeting His Excellency had and interactive 
session with the catechism students as well. Students welcomed the 
bishop with handmade cards as a token of gratitude and respect.

His excellency shared inspiring words about the importance 
of catechism and encouraged students to lead a life like Blessed 
Carlos Acutis- The First Millennial Saint

The visit was a wonderful opportunity for our students to 
engage with the Bishop and deepen their understanding of faith. 

Lenten Calendar Activities
Our catechism students continued to participate in various 

Lenten activities as per the Lenten calendar designed to enhance 
their spiritual growth and prepare for Easter.

Holy week activities 
Students participated in the Palm Sunday Mass, 

commemorating Jesus' entry into Jerusalem.
Good Friday: The Stations of the Cross were held, allowing 

students to reflect on the passion of Christ.
Easter Sunday: Families were encouraged to attend Mass 

together, celebrating the resurrection of our Lord.
By the grace of God April has been a month of growth, 

reflection, and community engagement within our Catechism 
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Department. The visit from our Bishop was a highlight, providing 
inspiration and encouragement to our students.

Mathruvedi Report  - Financial Year 2024-2025

 Pastoral Visit Meeting
Mathruvedi committee members presented the Annual 

Report 2024-25 to the Bishop His Excellency Mar Jose Kalluvelil 
during his Pastoral visit to the parish on April 5th, 2025. The 
meeting was chaired by the Bishop and Parish Priest.  After the 
presentation of the annual report, the Bishop commented on the 
various accomplishments ofMathruvedi and wished its continued 
growth.

 Food Fest Fundraiser
Mathruvedi conducted a food fest fundraiser on Saturday, 

April 19th, 2025, after the Easter Vigil Most Solemn Holy Qurbana. 
Variety of delicious home-made dishes prepared by Mathruvedi 
members were sold to fellow parishioners. An amount of CAD $ 
815.00 was raised through the fundraiser event.

Nurses' Ministry Report 
Our prayer tool in the month of April is reading of psalm chapter 

72-102.Canada nurses ministry planning to do SAMPOORNA BIBLE 
PARAYANAM from April 6 to 11. Regina nurses ministry took 1 hour 
slot for every day. Most of the members were participated.

Final Blessings done by Fr. Daris on April 11 the at 3 pm.
We are doing HARVEST OF DIVINE MERCY from April 18 th 

at 5.30 am to April 27 th at 9.30 am. Canada nurses ministry lead 
on 19 th April from 5.30 pm to 11.30 pm. Regina region took 6.30-7 
pm slot.
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May the Risen Lord bless all of us.

Liturgical Observance
Ash MondayAsh Monday was solemnly observed on March 3, 

2025, with Holy Mass celebrated at 07 pm, marking the beginning 
of our Lenten journey together.

Pothuyogam and Election of New Kaikarans
A parish Pothuyogam (general body meeting) was held on 

Sunday, April 6, during which new Kaikarans were prayerfully 
elected. We thank the outgoing Kaikarans for their service and 
welcome the new team with our prayers and support. Mr. James 
Jose is reelected as one of the Kaikarans and Mr. Antony Amal is 
another new Kaikaran.

First Sunday Unified MassTo foster greater unity and 
fellowship, we decided to celebrate only one Mass on the first 
Sunday of every month. This communal celebration offers a 
special opportunity for all parishioners to unite in worship and 
relationship-building.

Holy Week 
ObservancesHoly Week was prayerfully observed with a deep 

spirit of reflection and devotion:
Palm Sunday was celebrated with a solemn procession and 

Holy Mass at 11 am, 
commemorating Jesus’ 
triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem. On Maundy 
Thursday, Fr. Shijo led the 
Holy Mass, which included 

ST. ANTONY'S MISSION 
VICTORIA
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the washing of the Feet of 12 disciples, 
powerfully reminding us to serve one 
another in humility and love. Many families 
brought appam (bread) and Paal (milk), 
which were blessed and shared by the parish 
community in a beautiful act of unity and 
commemoration of the pesaha.

Good Friday services helped everyone 
to feel the greatness of Jesus’ love and 
sacrifice.The Way of the Cross, conducted 
piously by the faithful in the surrounding 
area of the church, followed by the 
traditional NerchaKanji, lovingly served to 
all participants.

On Holy Saturday, we had Holy Mass 
and blessing of Water and renewal of 
Baptismal promises at 09 am. 

The Easter Vigil was joyfully 
celebrated at midnight, a powerful and 
hope-filled liturgy welcoming the light of 
Christ into our lives once more.

We thank everyone who contributed their time, talents, and 
hearts to make this Holy Week meaningful and spiritually rich.
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Holy week
Our parish community came together in prayer and reflection 

during the Holy Week celebrations, commemorating the Passion, 
Death, and Resurrection of our Lord.

Palm Sunday

Maundy Thursday
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Good Friday
The Abbotsford Mission organized Good Friday service at 

Carmel Hill Monastery, offering a prayerful setting for reflection on 
the Passion of Christ.

Easter
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Congratulations to Erin Mathew!
Hearty congratulations to Erin 

Mathew for winning the Kevin Sha 
Memorial Scholarship.

 Solemn Holy Communion & Confirmation
Our parish will celebrate Solemn Holy Communion & 

Confirmation on May 10
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Mathruvedhi Updates

Syro-Malabar Mathruvedhi recently organized a spiritually 
enriching session titled "Equipping Children and Families to 
Thrive," focused on empowering families to build strong spiritual, 
emotional, and practical foundations amidst today’s ever-evolving 
world.

We had the privilege 
of welcoming Mrs. Rachel 
Beena John as our 
speaker, whose wisdom 
and heartfelt insights 
made the session truly 
impactful. She spoke 
deeply about faith-filled 
parenting, highlighting 
the significance of 
nurturing a strong 
relationship with God 
and instilling biblical 
values in our children. 
Her message encouraged 
us to remain steadfast in 
prayer and Scripture, meeting the challenges of modern family life 
with courage, grace, and trust in the Lord.

Kerala Apostolical Churches Ecumenical Fellowship 
gathering

The first 
prayer meeting 
of the Ecumenical 
Fellowship in 
BC was held on 
April 26 at St. 
Helen’s Anglican 
Church Hall. The 
gathering was a meaningful step toward unity and fellowship among 
Christian communities through shared prayer and reflection.
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01-03   Participated in the ACBO Spring Plenary 
Meeting at Toronto 

02 08.30 pm  Presided over the Pastoral council meeting 
03 08.00 pm  Presided over the Finance council meeting
 09.30 pm Participated in the Decennial Core 

Committee Meeting
05-08  Pastoral visit, Regina
05 04.00 pm Presided over the meeting with various 

departments and associations
 05.30 pm Celebrated Holy Qurbana at St. John Paul II 

Syro-Malabar Parish, Regina 
 06.45 pm  Interacted with SMYM Members
06 09.00 am Verified the parish Registers and other 

Documents 
 12.30 pm Presided over the meeting with parish 

council members
 03.45 pm Presided over the meeting with catechism 

teachers
 04.45 pm Interacted with catechism students
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 06.00 pm  Celebrated Holy Qurbana at St. John Paul II 
Syro-Malabar Parish, Regina

 07.30 pm Interacted with parishioners
 08.00 pm interacted with Altar Servants 
07 11.15 am  Participated in the Monthly Recollection
 02.00 pm Visited the sick  
 05.00 pm Offered Holy Qurbana at St. Mary's Syro-

Malabar Parish, Moose Jaw 
08 11.30 am Held a meeting with Archbishop Donand 

Bolen, Archbishop of Regina
 04.50 pm Returned to Toronto  
09 11.00 am  Presided over the Curia meeting  
 08.30 pm Presided over Scarborough Foarane level 

meeting of Pastors and Kaikkarans on 
Decennial celebrations and Sargasandhya 
2025

 09.15 pm Presided over Mississauga Foarane level 
meeting of Pastors and Kaikkarans on 
Decennial celebrations and Sargasandhya 
2025

 10.00 pm Presided over Edmonton Foarane level 
meeting of Pastors and Kaikkarans on 
Decennial celebrations and Sargasandhya 
2025

 10 07.30 pm Offered Holy Qurbana at CHF Convent, 
Mississauga

12-13   Pastoral visit, Niagara 
12 05.00 pm Presided over the meeting with various 

Departments and Associations at Mission 
House, Niagara
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 07:00 pm Presided over the meeting with Parish 
Council Members 

13 09.00 am Verified the parish Registers and other 
Documents

 03.00 pm Presided over the meeting with Catechism 
Teachers

 03.30 pm  Interacted with Catechism Students
 04.00 pm Officiated Osana Sunday Ceremonies and 

celebrated Holy Qurbana 
 06.15 pm  Interacted with International Students
14 07.00 pm  Celebrated Chrism Mass at Cathedral 
17 04.00 pm Officiated Pesaha celebrations, at St. 

Thomas Syro- Malabar Parish, Scarbrough
 07.00 pm Officiated Pesaha celebrations, at St. 

Thomas Syro- Malabar Parish, Scarbrough 
18 09.00 am Officiated Good Friday Ceremony, at 

Cathedral   
19 11.00 pm Celebrated Easter vigil at Cathedral 
20  11.00 am Celebrated Easter Holy Qurbana at St. 

Thomas Syro- Malabar Parish, Scarbrough
21 08.00 am Offered Holy Qurbana at CMC Convent, 

Mississauga
 08.30 pm  Presided over the Sarghasandhya 2025 

Core Committee meeting
22 06.00 pm  Interacted with newly elected Leaders of 

Jesus Youth
23 11.00 pm   Presided over the Curia meeting 
  Participated in the meeting with 

Evangelization Cell Group
24 08.30 pm Offered Office of the Dead at Mississauga
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26-28   Pastoral visit at Bellville
26 09.00 am  Celebrated Holy Qurbana and prayed the 

office of the dead for the departed soul of 
the late Supreme Pontiff Pope Francis at 
Cathedral

 11.30 am  celebrated Holy Qurbana in connection 
with Marriage Golden Jubilee celebration 
at Cathedral

 04.00 pm Participated in the Parish night at St 
Chavara Kuriakose parish at Belville 

27 01.00 pm Celebrated Holy Qurbana at St. joseph 
Syro-Malabar Mission, Kingstone 

 03.30 pm Presided over the meeting with catechism 
teachers

 04.00 pm Interacted with catechism students
 04.30 pm Presided over the meeting with various 

departments and associations
 05.00 pm Celebrated Holy Qurbana at  

St Chavara Kuriakose parish at Belville
 06.30 pm  Presided over the meeting with parish 

council members  
28  09.00 am  Verified the parish Registers and other 

Documents
 10.30 am Held a meeting with Most Rev. Micheal 

Mulhall, Archbishop of Kingstone
 08.30 pm Presided over the Sarghasandhya 2025 

Core Committee meeting
30  11.00 am Presided over the Curia meeting 
 08.30 pm Participated in the online Rosary with 

Eucharistic pilgrimage team 
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